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p PRE FACE. 


H E writer of theſe letters 


beſides the advantage which 


his quility of Reſident gave him 
of obſerving the genius of the Court 


of Saxony will appear to have cul- 
 Tivated a good fund of natural ta- 
lents by reflection and reading; his 


patriotic and generous ſentiments will 


of courſe recommend themſelves _ to 
the Britiſh reader; and of his vo- 
racity, an unqueſtionable proof is the 


agreement of his repreſentations with 


the following account given of the 


diſtreſs of un, and the miniſ- 
ter 8 


ter's luxury, by the virtuous and in- | 
telligent Mr. Hanway, in the ſecond 


volume of his travels. 


© The diſtreſſed condition of the 


Electorate of Saxony, is occaſioned 


A 
* 


K 
AN 


not more by war and invaſion, and 


MN 
* 


the general depravity of the in- 


* 
* 


habitants, than by the iniquity 
de of a few. — In wealth and pow- 
er count Bruhl is incomparably 
the greateſt man in Saxony. He 
is aid to have bought eſtates in 
Poland to the amount of twenty 
millions of florins, thus laying up 
* a ſtore out of the reach of the 
Saxons, whilſt they have no other 
ſatisfaction, than making lampoons 
on him and his patroneſs the queen: 
« He 


[ vii 
1 He has alſo ſeveral eſtates in Saxony 
c and moveahbles to the value of fix 
millions of dollars ; withal he owes 


« large ſums. — Count Bruhl is 
« ſaid to be allowed half a million of | 


« dollars annually ;—— He has no 
ec Jeſs than three or four hundred 
4% ſuits of rich cloaths, with boots 
« and ſhoes in proportion : He has: 
«© collected all the fineſt colours of 
<« all the fineſt cloths, velvets, and 


cc Kike of all manufactures, beſides 


* laces and embroideries. 


„ which pleaſes his fancy for the 
. day: His library is two hundred 
e and twenty feet Iong; and his gal- 
«. lery of pictures is incomparably 
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He calls 
& for his book of patterns, which 
66 are all numbered, and chuſes that 


ay | moce.- 


* 


„„ 


f viii ! 


«© more magnificent than the king's, 


* 


67 


"Wh 


which is eighteen more than that 


« of Verſailles; — Saxony is ſaid to 


4 owe forty millions of dollars, the 


& 


* 


% paid; — the government ſecuri- 
ties are now at a large diſcount; 
<< The revenue of the Elector of 
4e Saxony is computed at 8 millions. 


.of dollars. 


* 


I ſhall only add, that what ſtamps 
an additional value on theſe letters is, 


that an ungrateful and. perfidious 
court, piqued at theic truth and 


energy, ordered them to be burnt 
at Ratiſbon, and ſome other places: 


of the Auſtrian dominions. 


and an hundred and fifty ſix ells long, | 


intereſt of which, ſince the late 
King's death, has not been regular- 


Dear SI 8 
; N T ſeems you ſo far pity Dreſden 
A 1 


as to ſay that every cannon. 


. ſhot, which, though above 


ſix miles diſtant, you hear at your 


ſeat, draws from you a heart-felt ſigh ; 


you will alſo, from your knowledge of 


my heart, I flatter myſelf, readily. be- 
lieve, that only the beating down of a 
peaſants hut extremely affects me; as, 


to its forlorn inhabitant, no leſs valuable 
than the moſt ſuperb palace to its 


wealthy owner: how then can I but join 
in your humane concern for the ruin of 


a city, one of the moſt beautiful in all 


Germany, and whoſe inhabitants as lit- 
tle merit their direful fate, as the people 


B of 


- * K 
1 # = - = k 
1 , — 5 _ — — 
— #1 iy 


— : { — HOW | 
. — Fn > # Ste X —_ 
PEAS Foo + Am. A 0 py 4 1 * 
— . —˙ ee mens —— co n 
— e 4 
Pe — — 8 
nl 


— AE — 8 yz — 
— — — 
— — — — 
@ 


— 


[2] 

of Cuftrin, or the honeſt ruſtics in thoſe 
parts of Brandenburg where the Ruſſi- 
ans eommitted ſuch horrid outrages. 
Yes, my wor thy friend, the cataſtrophe 
| of Dreſden powerfully revives in me all 
the melancholy ſenſations with which 
my. heart has laboured ſor the diſtreſſes 
of the innocent of either ide, during 
this war. 


Surely my friend cannot doubt, but 
that the wiſe and gracious prince, who 
© Now lies before Dreſden, than whom a 
truer friend to mankind never exiſted, 
has the ſame compaſſionate ſenſe of 
the miſeries of that city, as you or I can 
have; I ſhould wrong you in que ſtion- 
ing it; you have too much diſcernment. 
not to perceive in the hero and the king 
that benign and elevated heart which 
comprehends all mankind within the 
circle of its benevolence, and ſo energeti- 
cally diſplay'd by the Philoſopher of Sans 
Souci, in his immortal poems, which 
certainly were not writ to be publiſhed 
| | On 
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. . 
from the papers found in the cabinet at 
Preſden, and afterwards made public, 

that Saxony was not to take part in the 
war againſt Pruſſia, till the king of 
Pruſſia ſhould be, in a great meaſure, 
reduced; or, according to count Uhle- 
feld's phraſe, till rhe knight was un borſed; 

and thus count Bruhl ſtands diſculpated : 
things, by the untimely detection of this 
ſecret league, having taken a turn quite 
different from his original ſcheme. 


But, Sir, this is the very point wh&e- 
in count Bruhl is moſt culpable; in not 
foreſteing that the king of Pruſſia might 
come to the knowledge of this ſecret 
league, before it was ripe for execution; 
It ung the capital quality of a ſtateſ- 
man to bree all poſſible incidents, and 
provide againſt them. Were not this 
the eſſence of policy, where would be 
its great difficulty and excellence? 
Otherwiſe an old woman, or hare- 
brained ſtripling, might make a mini- 

Ker of ſtate, For, to accumulate wealth, 
3 4 or 


* 


[8] 


or to ſquander away the revenue of a 
nation, requires no great depth of viſ- 


dom. But count Bruhl is herein the leſs 
excuſable, as the privy council of Dreſ- 
den, in which there is not a member out 
of whoſe book this miniſter does not 


want a leaf, had more than once remon- 


ſtrated to him, that this ſecret league 


might reach the ears of the king of 


Pruſſia; and that he would certainly 
look on it as a breach of the treaty of 


Dreſden. 


But we will for once ſuppoſe that theſe 


devices had remained undiſcovered, 
and his Pruſſian Majefty been extreme- 


Iy weakened before Saxony entered on 
its part; till is not this alliance irre- 
concileable with ſound politics? Count 


Bruhl could not but be conſcious, that 


to reduce fuch a prince as the king of 
Pruſſia was no eaſy matter; nay, in 2 


letter of his written fome time before, 
he expreſſly ſays, * That nothing was 
* impoſſible to the king of Pruſſia:“ 


an ; 


191 
an acknowledgment, however, wltich 
he little regarded in planning his mea- 
ſures. To hit the moment when Saxo- 


ny was to throw afide the maſk, and 
draw the ſword, was no leſs critical and 


hazardous than the whole clandeſtine 

combination; by any error in this im- 

portant point of time, Saxony was ſure 
to ſuffer: As, for inſtance, if it had un- 

maſked a little before the battle of Roſ- 

bach, when the affairs of the king of 
Pruſſia wore a very cloudy aſpect, its 
ruin was not leſs certain; or if count 

Bruhl had waited till the king of 

Pruſſia were totally vanquiſhed and 
ſtripped of all, he muſt be a rare head- 
piece to conceive that Ruſſia and Au- 
ſtria would have rewarded his cautious 
inactivity with any ſhare of their de- 
predations: Countries are not given 
away for ſuch romantic news as he for- 
ged, concerning the Ukraine and Cour- 
land ; much more ſpecious fictions may 
be purchaſed for a trifle from our the- 
eretical politicians. | 


Bg A cow; 


b 

A conſtant mark of a narrow genius 
and a bad cauſe, two circumſtances 
which but too often meet, is irreſolu- 
tion; à maſculine and comprehenſive 
mind, in a juſt cauſe, can never be long 
fluctuating about proper meaſures and 
reſolutions. The rules of juſtice are 
eternal and immutable, and ſpontane- 
ouſly occur to a ſagacious and well- 
n mind. 


1 with, 8 ir, you would give yourſelf 
the trouble carefully and impartially to 
canvaſs the conduct of the Saxon mini- 
ſter, from the year 1747, to the break- 
ing out of the preſent calamitous war, 
and in all his letters, diſpatches, and in- 
fruQtions to the Saxon envoys, youwill 
find a perpetual vacillation and unreſcl- 
vedneſs. He was, indeed, ſufficiently 
reſolved that Saxony ſhould join in the 
aſſault to be made on the king of Pruſ- 
| fa, but bow to enter into the confede- 
racy for this iniquitous ſcheme, with- 
eut too much expoſing Saxony, was the 
rub 


3 


4 
4 
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LT) 
rub which kept him in conſtant ſu- 
ſpence, as the papers taken in the cabi- 
net at Dreſden, and publiſhed by the 
court of Pruſſia, will at once convince 
you. _ | 


Let me particularly requeſt of you 
to read this miniſter's letter of the 8th 
of March 1743, to count Fleming at 
Vienna, and this, after the privy coun- 
eil of Dreſden had a ſecond time repre- 
ſented to him the danger of theſe clan- 
deſtine engagements. Such mean irre- 
ſolution | Such a jumble of __ in- 

coherent ideas and maxims ! Rare ſpe- 
eimens of this miniſter's eminent abi- 
lities ! But, concluding theſe lines will 
find you in your delightful ſunimer- 
houſe, to ſave you the trouble of going 
to your library, and turning over the 
Memoirs of the preſent war, as the 
count's letter lies before me, I ſend you 


the following exact tranſcript of it. 


'B6 


My 


[12] 
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I make uſe of this opportunity to 
tranſmit to you the journal of the 
privy council held on the 3d inſtant; 

as containing its Opinion concern- 
ing the further engagements propoſed 
by the court of Vienna to be enter- 


ed into at the approaching acceſſion 
to the treaty of Ruſſia. This infor- 
mation, however, is to be of no fur- 


ther ſervice to you, than to let you 


| ſee with what eyes the affair is looked 
on here, and to appriſe you of the 


exceptions raiſed againſt it ; further, 


the king does not approve of the pro- 
' poſal, that, on our act of acceſſion, 
every party ſhall reciprocally aſſiſt 
each other to the utmoſt of their pow- 
er. His Majeſty, indeed, on more 


equitable and advantageous terms, is 


not averſe from acceding in time to 


the laſt ſecret overtures of the court 


of Vienna, relatively to ſuch a con- 


” federacy, 


federacy, by ſeparate and invio- 
* Jable cauſes explanatory of the 4th 
« private article of the treaty of Peterſ- 
« burg; but in this caſe ſome advan- 
« tages are to be granted to us. Thus, 
« whatever overtures are made to you, 
you may receive them ad referendum. 
I believe that the promiſes made to us 
by the Empreſs Queen, in her decla- 
ration of the 4th of May 1745, may 
for the future ſerve as a rule of con- 
« duct.“ 


* 


* 


* 


C 


* 


"x 
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What a chaos of crude conceptions 
and jarring determinations! Probably 
| the miniſter himſelf, after ſigning the 
letter, did not know his own mind , and 
this will eaſily appear in every circum- 
tance, on comparing the letter with the 
federal treaty of Peterſburg, and that of 
partition of 1743; or, as it may be 
termed, for ſharing the lyon's ſkin be- 
fore he is caught. But ſuch a laborious 
examen is more than the caſe deſerves ; 
the tenour of this letter cannot be bet- 
ter 


[24] 


ter exhibited than by a parody of its 
teading thoughts, the principle of which 


is alſo pretty much of a piece with the 


grand object. Does not the count de 


Bruhl feem, in reality, to have written 


to the following purport ? 


ve 


<5 


6c 
cc 
2 
vc 
«6 

«6 
<6 


6 


BY 
«cc 


46 


3 4 


1 js the opinion of men of ſenſe, 
in the deliberation incloſed, that, by 
throwing oil into the fire, our houſe 
will ſoon be in a blaze. But all I 
mean by ſending you this declaration 
is, that you may ſee what an oppoſi- 
tion is made to throwing this oil into 
the fire. We will not immediately, 


and with all our might and main, 


throw oil into the fire, though it is 
what time and a good bargain may 
bring us to; but, in ſuch a caſe, ſome 


doucturs muſt be allowed us, yet theſe 


I foreſee will be neither more or leſs, 


than the two logs promiſed us ON the 


3d of May 1745. 


a 


Whit | 


| [15] 
What ſays my friend? Is not this pa- 
rody the very ſubſtance of count BruhPs 


letter ?, And is not the import of both, 
when rightly conſidered, the very ſame? 

What a ftrain of policy is this! that the 
negotiator at Vienna muſt be informed 


of the many exceptions raifed by the 
privy council at Dreſden againſt the 
clandeftine and dangerous confederacy 


then on the anvil, only that he may 


know them, but without taking any 
further notice of them. 


That the minifter ſhould not have 
been aware of the danger and calami- 


ties, which, by this courſe, he was draw- 


ing on Saxony, is morally impoſlible ; 


and, if they were known to him, why 


had they. no influence on his meaſures ? 
This is a myſtery which requires no 
long inveſtigation, or rather, in my opi- 
nion, is at once ſeen into; namely, whe- 
ther Saxony ſwam or ſunk, was what 
he little troubled himſelf about. 


2 


Th 18 


num 


* wat: 
* — 32 — 
3 5 on - N 2 2 „ - _— N 
* 2 * — — — . * 
— » — — — —— — m - F 
— - — 15 — — 8 * X — — * 
- * * * . = 
S 
Se — 4 
* > o 9 - FS q 2 © — — 

. 8 — — 2 1 - " 2 4 4 — £ 

* — = n e 8 5 EW 1 - — — a me EI 5 
mx . 1 : - > 27 * 1 — 
2 q - ay 9 r — . * 2 * 4 ” 8 FN — —— — * . * 
P K ‚⏑‚ —B— , 2 _ e a, A * goa" 8 — . 2 
oF "Fg 4 wg * X wy — —_ — Senate — — A — 4 — * 
— 7 — —— + — 2 : „ 
, = — SD as a . CM 
5 wen) * wu 20S WEN -4 ” s 
s —— 2 — EY . 
* . 5 5 


This extraordinary minion of for- 
tune, who after ſhooting up, fungus- 
like, with amazing rapidity, has over- 
ſpread all Saxony, I have ſometimes 


employed myſelf in tracing from the 


commencement of his miniſtry, and 
cannot diſcern in him one fingle ray of 


patriotiſm, one ſpark of a real concern 


for the welfare of Saxony. Sway'd by 


' a boundleſs avarice and ambition, in- 


tent only on the aggrandiſement of him- 


ſelf and family, he has engroſſed all the 


conſiderable and lucrative poſts ; an in- 
fatiable deſire of wealth, and at the ſame 


time the gratification of his vanity and 


voluptuouſneſs, by a profuſeneſs more 
than regal, predominate in his ſoul, and 
biaſs his procedures, whilſt Saxony is 
no further conſidered, than as the foil 
productive of ſuch. delicious fruits; and 
which, indeed, were it only on this con- 


ſideration, he ſhould not ſuffer to be to- 


tally ruined, 


Lou, 


5 . You, Sir, are fo well read in hiſtory, 
a that I believe there is not a diſtinguiſh'd 
: character in any age unknown to you z 
$ but yet, pray can you tell me of any 
2 one miniſter, who, in defiance of the 
! judgment of all eſteemable perſons, has 
R | amaſſed ſuch treaſures, and carried pro- 
i MF digality to ſuch a height. Minifters 
# there have been many, who affected an 
8 extravagant ſplendor, and ſet no bounds 
3 to their expences; but either their per- 
: ſonal fortunes were large, or if upſtarts, 
2 of low fortune, like cardinal Wolſey, 
p they have not, amidſt their diſſipations, 
1 been able to make any great ſavings. So 
: that to raiſe a fortune of five or ſix mil- 


lions, for, before the war, this was known 
2 to be the value of the ſeats and lands be- 
longing to count Bruhl in Poland and 
Saxony, with furniture and improve- 
ments to inrich his ſeveral brothers, ſo 
that they ſplendidly ſupport the titles of 
count, and in the mean time to make a 
figure beyond a ſovereign prince, are 
2 acts which raiſe count Bruhl above any 
parallel. I would 


— 
r 4 * 
— 


„ 

Iwould not have my friend think that 
I magnify things, and that there is any 
hyperbole in my ſaying that he lives in 
more pomp than a ſovereign prince. Du- 
ring my ſtay at Dreſden, which was from 


the year 1744 to 1747, I became ſuffici- 
_ ently acquainted with every part of the 


magnificence of count Bruhl's palace, 


and his houſhold expence, ſcarce a day 


paſſing but 1 was there; and, ſince that 
time, J have viſited ſeveral courts of 

Kings and clectors, where JI was no ſu- 
perficial ſpectator, and I can truly aver 
to you, that in none of them did the of- 
ficers particularly attending onthe prince 
and his family, excluſive of the officers 

of Rate, equal the number of the ſeveral 
officers in count Bruhl's palace; and, 


befides all this, ſo attentive and provident 
has this miniſter been in his own con- 


cerns, that a friend of mine, who is very 


intimate with one of countBruhPs private 
Tecretaries, affirm'd to me, that, to ſecure 


Himſelf againſt the viciſfitudes of fortune 
he had very large ſums in the banks of 
Venice, Hamburg, and Amſterdam. - 


1291 Bs 
Count Bruhl himſelf, ſurely, does not 
require that the world ſhould believe 
that all this fplendour and pomp can be 
ſupported, and ſuch an immente fortune 


accumulated, by means reconcileable 


with rectitude and a good conſcience z 
he muſt think the world very ſimple in- 
deed. Who, with a grain of ſenſe, will 


be led by all the blandifhments of his 


elocution, to imagine that all theſe things 


are compaſſed by fair means? But if he 
Himſelf be ſenfible that the world is not 


to be blinded concerning the rife of his 


overgrown wealth, what muſt be thought 


df the heart and front of this man, with 
whom the judgment of the reflective part 
of the world has not the leaſt weight. 


The more enlightened our age is, the 


more does this contempt of its opinion 


deſerve the indignation of perſons of ſenſe 
and probity ; and it is tobe hoped, that 
ſome avenger of the public honour will 
ſtand forth, and expoſe the character of 


this oftentatious count, his private de- 


portment, 
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[ 20 ] 
portment, and public adminiſtration, 
with the chief circumſtances of his life, 
as a document to poſterity that the una- 


nimous and declared ſentiments of honeſt 


men is not to be over- looked, or inſulted 
with impunity. Such a writer would 
certainly deſerve better of mankind than 


he who ſhould compoſe a brace of huge 
folio's on chronology, heraldry, or the 


like momentous ſubjects. Such a piece 
would probably be an inſtrument of di- 
miniſhing the future ſufferings of whole 


nations, which Providence, in its wrath, 
had curſed with a miniſter like Bruhl, as 
. thedread of being tranſmitted to poſteri- 


ty with all their odious colours might be 
ſome check ontheir rapacity and diſſipa- 
tion. | 

Only conſider, that by the grievous 
burden of impoſts and taxes which, long 
before the war, had been ſcrew'd tothe 


utmoſt, ſome hundred thouſands were 


deprived of the comforts of life, of the 


fruits of their induſtry, and, I may add, 
of neceſſary ſubſiſtence, and all to gra- 


tify 


re 


[211 
tify the boundleſs profuſion and inſati- 
able avarice of this miniſter. What an 


heart muſt he have, to whom amidſt his 
riches and luxury, ſuch a conſideration 


never occurred; or, which is ſtill worſe, 


was ſo far from making any generous 
impreſſion, that very probably he con- 


ceits millions were born to pine in in- 
digence, only that one ſingle nn 
might riot in affluence. 


States are ſaid to be governed wich leſs 
wiſdom than antiently; and this poſiti- 


on is ſurely verified in Saxony, whoſe 
princes, for near two centuries paſt, have 


been extremely out in choice of miniſ- 
ters, yet have given themſelves up to 
them with an unreſerved confidence; 
no longer ago than yeſterday, I was ve 
ry ſerioufly revolving in my mind the: 
modern hiſtory of Saxony, and not a 
ſingle miniſter can I find, who, beſides a 

want of talents, did not make the ag-' 
grandiſement of himſelf the ehief ſcope: 

of his adminiſtration ; owning withal, 
that 
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{ 22 } 
that none of the tribe comes up to count 
Bruhl. Could it be thought that a ſtate 
under ſuch adminiſtrations, ſhould hold 
out for two hundred years! So true is 
the ſaying of Montagne, that“ Great 
« muſt be the ſtrength of the political 
e band, fince it is neither tyranny, nor 
c bad laws, nor the depravity and ig- 
% norance of the rulers, which can ea— 
* ſily break it.“ 


In my next, I ſhall communicate to 
you theſe my reflections on the hiſtory 


of Saxony, the preſent being already of 


a length to tire both writer and reader; 
but you may make yourſelf ſure, that, 


within a month, you thall receive a let- 


ter of a frightful prolixity, by way of a- 
mufement in this my creary ſolitude ; 
for, believe me, the whole neighbouring 
country, for two miles round, ſcarce af- 


fords a perſon worth ſpending an hour 


with ; and, to. my further misfortune, 

the honeſt prieſt is lately gone, 

Numa quo devenit & Ancus, Hor. 
To 80 


F- 


— {7 
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So that, after drinking the waters, and 
taking my morning ramble about the. 


/ 
woods and meadows, 1 am at a loſs how 


to employ myſelf; for as to what books 
I have here, I have read them all over 


andover, that I have no relief left me but 


to take pen in hand; and, unleſs your 
next brings me a prohibitory mandate, 


T'll ſend you writing enough, that you'll 


be little inclined to continue your com- 


plaints about the thortnels of my letters. 


I was juſt cloſing this, when I am fa- 


voured with yours of the 21ſt, wherein 


you acquaint me, that the ſiege of Dreſ- 


den goes on, and that the Auftrian go- 


vernor is determined to hold out to the 
utmoſt; and that, on the approach of 
the Pruſſian army, he had ſet fire to all 


the remaining ſuburbs; not ſparing the 


orphan-houle itſelf; and, that this may 


be depended on for certain truth, you 


having it from a relation juſt come from 
the ncighbourhood of Dreſden. 15 


8 Indeed 


j 


9 
Indeed I little thought that before l 
had made an end of this letter, I ſhould 
receive from your hands any accounts 
which ſo ſtrongly corroborate the re- 
marks I had made in the beginning, on 
the diſpoſitions of the Auſtrians. You 
cannot but recolle& what I writ to you 
about two years ſince, concerning the 
loud clamours with which the Auſtrians 
made all Europe ring againſt the Pruſ- 
ſian commandant, who, when the Auftri- 
an forces drew near, had cauſed part of 
the ſuburbs of Dreſden to be ſet on fire. 
I think my words were, That whatever 
friendthipfor Saxony theAuftrians might 
pretend, they would not ſcruple doing 
the like, if they were to defend Dreſden 
againſt a Pruſſian army. Now you plain- 
ly fee they have fully anſwered my con- 
jecture, tho' little did I then imagine, 
that ever it would have been in their 
power, to give this proof of their equity 
and rater eee 


2 —, July 13, Lam, 
1760. n 
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Dear Sir, 


1 a propoſal to make to you, 
which will ſave me the trouble of 
writing, and you of reading the long 
letter with which I threatened you in 
my laſt. Suppoſe you were to make me 
happy for a month, by enlivening my 
doleful folitude with your company : 
take it into conſideration ; one or other 
of the armies may pay your quarters 2 
viſit; and then think what trouble, diſ- 
ouſt, apprehenſions, and expence, Fou | 
fave yourſelf by being from home : the 
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; length of the way can be no objection; 
ſixteen miles“ are but two days moderate 
travelling, and I'll ſend a nag to meet 
you at L- , and though the worſt 

| half way, it ſhall eaſily amble you hi- 

| ther between ſun and ſun. Only weigh 


5 my requeſt with good will, and all the 
apparent difficultics and impediments 


| C One German mile is five Engliſh, 1 
| Ls C - will 


Ss 


1 
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will vaniſh, or means for ſurmounting 


them will occur to you. Bring your 


couſin, or whom you pleaſe, the more 


of ſuch perſons as your friends, the bet- 
ter company we ſhall be. 


With theſe pleaſing expectations, I 


return to my promiſe of laying before 


you my reflections on the modern hif- 
tory of Saxony, in which you will ſee 


how much, and how long, this unhap- 
py country has ſuffered by a ſeries of 
mal-adminiſtration; but the hopes of 
expatiating on this ſubject in pleaſing 


colloquy with you, will ſo far affect this 
letter, that I ſhall reduce it within a 


much narrower compaſs than I propo- 
ſed when I was writing wy laſt. 


The whole ſucceſſion of the electors 
of the Albert line, the two firſt, Mau- 
rice and Auguſtus, excepted, appear to 


have been but indifferently fitted for 


government, blindly following the inſti- 
gations of ill-choſen miniſters, and very 
little 


— 
J 
1 
2 


1 


little concerned about the welfare of 


their ſubjects. Maurice, to whom his 
family owed the electorate, compaſſed 
it indeed by the moſt refined ſtrains of 


policy, but with no leſs injury towards 
the Erneſt line; and, as for the Prote- 


ſtant religion, of which he made pro- 


feſſion, his real zeal for it may be ſeen 
in his ſiding with Charles the Vth, who 
aimed at the extirpation of Proteſtants. 


Herein he inanifeſtly trampled on all 
the obligations of religion and conſan- 
guinity; and, as far as in him lay, pro- 
moted the abolition of the former; and 


of this iniquity the wages were the E= 
lectorate, of which, by an unwarrant- 
able act of deſpotiſm, Charles deprived 
the Erneſt line, contrary to the conftitu- 
tion of the empire, and all the laws of 


natural juſtice, It muſt, however, be 


owned, that by his ſubſequent conduct 


he made amends for thedetriment which 


religion had ſuſtained thro' his mcans, 


compelling the Emperor to a tolcration 
of Proteſtantiſm ; yet, herein, the im- 


„ ·˙·- prenny 


oe 4 
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probity of his politics appears the more 
flagrantly. If to take arms againſt the 
Emperor was ſuch a crime as to deſerve 
the confiſcation of eſtate, and forfeiture 
of honours ; if, for this cauſe the elec- 
toral cap was taken from the Erneſt line 
to dignify his head, with what right or 
conſcience could he wear it, after i 
curring the very ſame guilt, with this 
difference only, that the current of the 
times, and ſome incidents were more fa- 
vourable. 


His brother and ſucceſſor Auguſtus, 
was worth all the other ſovereigns of the 
Albert line put together; a real father 
of his ſubjects, ardent for their welfare, 
a wiſe ruler and magnanimous prince; 
very circumſpect in the choice of his 

miniſters, and of ſuch an excellent œco- 

nomy, that without any ſordid parſi- 
mony, or in the leaſt ſqueezing his ſub- 
Jes, he redeemed all mortgages and ali- 
enations of the electoral lands, and aug- 
mented his revenue above one half. 
1 Had 


291 

Had it pleaſed heaven to bleſs Saxony 
with only ſuch ſovereigns, how happy 
for the people, and what a different fi- 


gure would the reigning family have 
made | 


But, of all the ſucceeding electors, 
the two Chriſtians, and the four John 
George's, little good can be ſaid, and 
ſome parts of their conduct are very cen- 
ſurable. Princes of little penetration; 
making a bad choice of their officers 
and miniſters; driven to and fro, like 
a reed, by the court cabals and intrigues; 
implicitly complying with every ſug- 
geſtion of their miniſters and favourites, 
and indolently conniving at their enor- 
mous accumulation of wealth, drawn 
from the marrow of the land; princes 
totally void of any particular affection 
for their ſubjects; and, inſtead of tak- 
ing the reins of government into their 
hands, wantoning in ſenſuality and luxu- 
ry; and ſome not even free from that 
ſcandalous vice of drunkenneſs. Such 

„„ were 


. 
were theſe electors; and, if my friend 
thinks the portraiture charged, I can 
refer him to authentic hiſtories, and 
ſome of them printed with the moſt 
gracious licence of his Poliſh Majeſty, 
EleQor of Saxony : And give me leave 
to add a few conciſe remarks on the 
whole interval of theſe weak, I may ſay, 
vicious Princes. „ 


The whole hiſtory of the thirty years 
war *, ſwarms with inſtances of the fad 
imnbecillity of the Saxon court. Theſe 
electors wer? almoſt the only check in 


*8o called from the term of its long durati- 
on : was originally owing to the Emperor Fer- 
dinand II. in order to aboliſh Proteſtantiſm in 
Germany ; but cardinal Richlieu, with a view 
of weakening the Houſe of Auſtria, ſupported 
the German Proteſtants, tho' at the ſame time he 
was labouring to extirpate them in France. 
Guſtavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, from purer 
motives, took the Proteſtant cauſe in hand- 
marched into Germany, and was in a fair way 
of bringing the bigotted Houſe of Auftria to 
terms, when he fell at the battle of Lutzen, in 
which, however, his troops obtained the victory; 
but his death was a fatal event to the Proteſtants. 


all 
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all Germany, againſt the deſpotiſm 
which the emperor Ferdinand II. me- 
ditated; and ſuch umbrage did their 


power give him, that had the throne of 


Saxony been, at that time, filled by a 
wiſe and reſolute prince, who would 
have fignified to the emperor that he 
would ſuffer no injury to be done to the 
liberties of Germany, and have kept 
himſelf in a poſture to make good his 
words, very probably the. thirty years 
war would never have been heard of; a 
year had brought the troubles in Bohe- 
mia to a period, without involving, all 


Germany! in them. Whereas the Saxon 


miniſter, bribed by the Spaniſh gold 


of Auſtria, made uſe of their envy a- 
gainſt the Elector Palatine, on account 


of his rank as Director of the Evangeli- 


cal body ; and a groundleſs and impo- 
litic rancour againſt the reformed, to 
prepoſſeſs his maſter againſt the Elector 


Palatine, and draw him in, not only 


publicly to approve of the ty rannical 
procedures of the Imperial Court againſt. 


. that 
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that diſtreſſed prince, but powerfully to 
aflift the Emperor, and ſupport him in 
all his undertakings, though in the high- 
eſt degree unjuſtifiable, deſpotic, and 
pernicious to the Proteſtant religion. 


No ſooner did Ferdinand II. imagine 

that he had no longer need of this weak 
and venal court, than he treated it with 
contemptuous haughtineſs ; and, in re- 
turn for its imprudent aſſiſtance towards 
the oppreſſion of Germany, came and 
laid ſiege to Leipſick, than which Sax- 
ony had not a more opulent and conſi- 
derable city. Now the court of Saxo- 

ny ſaw itſelf neceſſitated to throw itſelf 
into the arms of the king of Sweden, 
whoſe oyertures for an alliance, contra- 
ry to all ſound policy, and to the great 
detriment of the Proteſtant cauſe, it had 
before publicly rejected. Here it gave 
another ſpecimen of its wrong-headed- 
neſs; engaging to pay that monarch 2 
very conſiderable ſum, to ſend him the 
electoral prince as an hoſtage, evacuate 


Witten- 


1 


1 


[33] 
Wittenburg, and puniſh the evil-mind-: 
ed miniſters; however, moſt of theſe 
onerous articles the king of Sweden ge- 
nerouſly remitted. Again, ſcarce had 
the glorious victory at Leipfick deliver- 
ed Saxony from its fears of the Imperi- 
aliſts, than the Saxon miniſtry, through 
folly or corruption, or very poſſibly 
both, diverted their ſovereign from im- 


proving the advantage, by advancing 


into the Emperor's hereditary domini. 
ons, as had been concerted with the 
Swediſh hero, thus giving the Emperor 
time to recover himſelf; and not long 
after, that ductile court, O nefas didtu 
openly veered about to the W Em- 


peror's intereſt. 


Had the Lutheran electors of the 


Houſe of Saxony been endued with the 
ſpirit of prophecy, could they have fore- 


ſeen that their deſcendants, lite the deg 
to the vomit, would have returned to Po- 


pery, their conduct, almoſt on all occa- 


lions, could not well have been more diſ- 
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favourable to Proteſtantiſm. The peace 
of Prague which Saxony took on itſelf 


to conclude with the Emperor in behalf 
of the whole Proteftant cauſe, what a 
ſtroke was it to Lutheraniſm! By this 


peace the Proteſtant religion could pro- 


miſe itſelf a duration only of forty years, 
juſt as if it had been then determined, 
that Saxony ſhould depart from Luther- 
aniſm at that term; and, when matters 
were mended by the happy peace of 
Weſtphalia, which eſtabliſhed the ſaſety 
of the Proteſtant religion on a ſolid foun- 
dation, what did that unaccountable 
court do, but openly proteſt againſt it ! 


A moſt perverſe meaſure, or wretched 


blunder, both in regard to the Proteſtant 
cauſe, or policy. 


If the conduA of the Saxon court 
in regard of the Proteſtant religion be 
ſo very culpable, not more wiſdom or 
ſteadineſs has it ever ſhewn in the affair 
of the ſucceſſion to the duchy of Ju- 
licrs, and all other pretenſions of the 

Electoral 


(35 J. 
Electoral Houſe; but whilſt the ſole 
aim of miniſters is to enrich themſelves, 
things will ever go on at this ſcandalous 
rate; and this will be the fate of every 
nation, when the helm of ſovereignty is 
in weak hands. Take a view of all the 


families in Saxony diſtinguiſhed for 
riches, then proceed to their genealogy, 


and you will find that the architect of 
this opulence was ſome voracious favou- 
rite or miniſter. 


Under ſuch management, and it took 
place on the demiſe of Auguſtus I. now 


near two hundred years ago, what could 
be expected but extreme confuſion, and 
deficiencies in the finances of Saxony ? 


and theſe increaſed fo, that about the 


year 1660, the treaſury became inſol- 
vable, and made a formal bankruptcy. 


What a pity it is that the preſent down- 


fall of the Saxon finances had not been 


retarded only ſixteen years longer, as 
then this ſecond failure might have ſer- 
ved to celebrate the jubilee of the former. 
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4% ducats on ſight of this note,” 


[36] 


© But it is not miniſters only who have 


fucked the blood of Saxony; the miſ- 


treſſes alſo have inſatiably gorged them- 


elves with it. John George IV. wilt 
ever ſtand branded in hiſtory for his 


ſervile devotedneſs to one of theſe ſe- 


male leeches, which was ſuch as is ſcarce 
to be accounted for by the ordinary 


workings of human nature ; and, ac- 
cording to the genius of that age, not 
a few looked on it as the effe& of ſome 
ſorccry. At the ſame time, VonHoymb ® 


* This miniſter did his pillaged country juſ- 


tice on himſelf, by putting an end to his liſe, 


with an handkerchief faſtened to an hook, aud 


left this note upon his table, for his two ſervants 


who attended on him at the caftle of Konigſtein 


where he had been committed priſoner. 


*« Be prudent, make no noiſe or alarm; un- 


tie me immediately, put me to bed, and then 


* ſhut the door after you, by bolting it when 


«© you are out, which you may do by means of 


„this packthread; by this nobody will xnow 


« that you have been in my chamber, The 


„ world will, doubtleſs, believe I dyed of an 
© apoplexy; if you perform my orders directly. 


5 


and faithfully, my family will pay you 1000 


[37 ] 
the prime miniſter drained the country 
of its ſuperabundant blood, with which 
his deſcendants now ſupport their title 
in ſuch wanton luxury. This blood- 
fucker, by an odd imitation of good 


cconomiſts, who keep a regular account 
of receipts and iſſues, had a diary of his 


extortions, and of preſents made to him 
with this ſingular title, A liſt of all ub 


; have been obliged to pay me homage. But 


this was a regiſter he had occafion af- 


terwards woefully to rue, when called 
to an account by the ſucceſſor of John 


George, afterwards king Frederic Au- 
guſtus. This has been a warning to 
ſucceeding miniſters, who now pill and 
poll without a remembrancer to rife 1 in 
Judgment againſt them, 


It might reafonably have been expect- 


ed, that king Frederic Auguſtus, after 


his ſevere proſecutions of his deceaſed: 
brother's miniſter and miftreſs, would 
have carefully guarded againſt ſuch ab- 
uſes ; z for were not this his determined 
reſolution, 


E 
reſolution, there was little equity or ge- 
neroſity in his procedure; but the hiſto- 
ry of this prince is ſo freſh in your me- 

mory, that you cannot but know that 
neyer proſtitute had a more ſervile cull, 
nor miniſter a more indolent maſter. 
The count of Coſcl had an unlimitted 
aſcendant over him ; and as count Flem- 
ming impatiently put in for an equal 
ſhare of the booty, this competition pro- 
duced a perpetual enmity between thoſe 
preſumptuous miniſters. It was this 
prince's daily taſk, to be reconciling his 
miniſters and miſtrefles, whereas it be- 
came him to hold a ſtrict rein over both. 
Ihe immenſe ſums ſquandered away by 
that king on his group of miſtreſſes are 
well known, and the accumulations of 
the miniſters are no ſecret. Flemming 
alone, befides the large eſtates of Ritz. 
thum, Wackerbach, and Watzdorff, left 
12 ton * of gold in ſpecie, and the har- 
veſt of many other miniſters come little 
more of- his; © | 
A ton of gold is ſomething above 10,000 1, 
According 


oy 
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According to the moſt moderate 
computation, under this bleſſed govern- 
ment, miſtreſſes and miniſters coſt the 
good-natured Saxons not leſs than twen- 
ty millions, beſides twenty-three millions 
which, under the ſame government, 
the king of Sweden drew from Saxony; 
and to theſe premiſes may be added the 
charges of an unfortunate war of eigh- 


teen years with Sweden, not to mention 
the prodigious magnificence and pro- 
fuſeneſs of this king; that it is incon- 


85 | 
ceivable how ſo ſmall a country asSaxo- 


ny could furnith ſuch ſupplies, * 


* Saxony, which is the north diviſion of Ger- 
many, and itſelf divided into the Upper and 


Lower Circles, lies between lat. 50 and 55, N. 


long. 8 and 18, E. Of the 2707 horſe, 13,192 
foot, or 82,891 German florins (each 40 pence) 
which, by the matricula, the Circles are to fur- 
niſh for the ſervice of the Empire, the Upper 


Circle of Saxony contributes 278 horſe, 1167 


foot, or 7272 florins, and the Lower 321 foot, 
1053 horſe, or 8992 florins. The forces uſually 
kept on foot, even in peace, by the Elector of 
Saxony, amount to between 25 and 3e,000 men, 
beſides 10,000 belonging to the ſeveral dukes of 

Saxony, 


Kings, 
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Kings, indeed, are men, and it can- 
not with any reaſon be defired that they 
ſhould raiſe themſelves above human 
nature, and aſſume the ſpirituality of 
angels. 

Accordingly, my great quarrel with 
ſovereigns is not ſo much at their keep- 


ing miſtreſſes, and procuring the moſt 


exquilite enjoy ments of life, but this 1 
think unpardonable in them, that they 
ſhould be ſo weak as to give their mif- 


treſſes and favourites ſuch power over 
them, ſo that the welfare and deſtiny of 


the ſubject ſhall lie at their diſcretion. 
Perhaps, my friend never heard of a paſ- 
ſage of the regent duke of Orleans: A 
miſtreſs of his once taking upon. her to 
interfere in ſtate affairs, and the diſpo- 
ſal of favours, he led her up to a look- 
ing-elaſs, ſay ing, View this pretty poll ef 
thine, it is 0 55 finely turned for love, 
but, by the maſs, cas never af gned for ſtate 


| efairs. 


'Fhe 


> wo 


PE 


41 1 
The Saxon writers were once in @ 
humour of giving the ſurname of Great 
to this king, though known in hiſtory 
only by his diſaſters, defeats, and wrong 
meaſures, the very beſt part of his cha- 
racter being magnificence ; but that a- 
dulatory epithet was ſoon dropped. 
Had ſucceſs attended his army, had he 
not humbled himſelf to the king of Swe- 
den with a puſillanimity ſcarce heard 
of before, yet his ſcandalous weakneſs to 
wards his miſtreſs and minifters exclude 
him from the ſurname of Great, How 
becoming was the open familiarity of 
count Fleming with this King, of which 
baron Loen relates this pretty inſtance: 
Brother, ſays this miniſter to his Lord 
and Sovereign, if thou fandest not to thy 
word, 1 waſh my hands of thee. 


The eaſy Saxons felt the grandeur of 
the former government in the greatneſs 
of the ſums levied on them ; yet is it a 
truth which may be demonſtrated, that 
the country was not half ſo much taxed 
as 


[ 42 ] 
as it has been under the miniftry of 
count Bruhl, and long before the pre- 
| ſent war: At the expiration of the for- 
mer government, great were-the expec- 
_ tations from the preſent, and the coun- 
try univerſally exulted in the hopes of 
the golden days which it was to enjoy 


under his preſent Majeſty's auſpicious 


reign. That the hopes of the then Elec- 
toral Prince were extremely brilliant, 
appears, among other things, from the 
pleaſant adventure of the nominal 
prince Lieſgen, which cannot be un- 
known to you; for, I believe, there has 
not been a ſoul living within twelve 


miles of Dreſden for this thirty years 
paſt, who has not heard of it; | and, if I | 


am not miſtaken, this romantic prince 
Lieſgen ended her days about twelve 
years fince in the houſe of correction at 
Waldheim. 


As it is rare to find an individual ſa- 
tisfied with his condition, the ſame diſ- 
temper is ſeen in aggregate bodies in 
. nations, 


E 
nations, who are never in thorough good 
humour with the government for the 
time being; and this, in reality is what 
gives birth to the exceſſive ideas of a 
bleſſed change ; hence it is that our ears 
are every-where filled with ſuch pretty 
anecdotes about the ſucceſſor; all tend- _ 
ing to ſtrengthen the flattering notions 
entertained of his prudence, mildneſs, 
courage, and other amiable princely 
qualities; and though, out of ten caſes, 
the people have found themſelves un- 
happily miſtaken in nine, yet will not 

the beſotted herd bc Yrought off from 
their delufive expectations, till ſtates and 
rulers ſhall be no more. 


But, whither am I roving I quite for- 
get that this letter was not to be of the 
length of the laſt; therefore I ſhall cloſe 
my remarks on the Saxon hiſtory with 
reminding you, that count Bruhl had a 
Ae and in ſome reſpects, a col- 
legue in the miniftry, who was by no 
means to ſeck in the ſcience of making 


8 y 


[44] 


hay while the ſun ſhines. You know 


before-hand, that I mean the count now 
the prince of Sulkowſky, who, at the 
beginning of this reign was only page 
to the preſent king of Poland, and a 
captain of foot, yet the ſame year ſaw 


him miniſter and general; and who can 
doubt of his qualifications for theſe 


eminent poſts, having within four years 

raiſed a fortune of four millions ? Yet 
is this a trifle, when compared with 
ſome other acquiſitions. I conclude 
with aſſuring you of my perpetual eſ- 


teem and affection, longing to exchange 
the faint expreſſions of the pen for a 


eordial embracs; zud, in 2 paſfonate 
expectation of you, remain, 


Sir, Ge. 


222, July 25, 
1760. 
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OW are all my rapturous hopes 
quath'd by yours of the 8th in- 
ſtant! Full of defire, and in a certain = 
confidence of your compliance with my v , 
affectionate requeſt to embrace you here, 
I eagerly unſealed the letter; but, as I. 
read the preliminaries with which you 
ſoften your refuſal, a dark cloud over- 
ſpread the hilarity of my mind; and 
when I came to your deciſive declara- 
tion, that for the preſent it was utterly 
impoſſible for us to enjoy that mutual 14 
happineſs, I became loſt in a gloomy _ 1 
night of melancholy. nu 


One part of your preliminaries is no 
more than I foreſaw, yet allow me to 
| fay,I do not think it of ſufficient weight; 
this is your objection about the harveſt. 
Though you are better ſkilled in the 
management of an eſtate than I pretend 
to, and keep your lands in your own 
hands, 
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hands, yet I know you to be wiſer in 


the choice of your ſervants than our 


_ princes before-mentioned, they being 


all honeſt induſtrious people, which, 
with the excellent order and method 


you obſerve in all things, will ſafely al- 


low of your abſence in harveſt time, 
Beſides, I thought that in theſe calami- 


tous times, when all the Janded gentle- 


men are very great ſufferers, you would 
overlook a petty inconveniency. 


But it is ſumething particular that the 
very circumſtance on which I grounded 
my hopes of your conſent, you make 
your chief plea againſt it; namely, that 
the operations of the armies may extend 
to your country. You ſay that this ap- 
prehenſion requires the utmoſt diſpatch 
for getting in the harveſt ; and that for 
any land owner willingly to be abſent 
from his eſtate at ſuch a juncture, would 
be very much ſtanding in his own light; 


at being known from general experience 
that thoſe lands are always infinitely 
e's Vorſe 


OS 9. - a 


ww 
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worſe treated by friend and foe, hole 
owners are not on the ſpot. The juſt- 
neſs of this motive I now acknowledge, 
though nothing of it occurred to me be- 


fore; but, at the ſame time, I declare 
that you are an example above my imi- 


tation; for, indeed, I would rather loſe 
half my eſtate, than expoſe myſelf to the 
ſeveral outrages I might meet with from 


Huſlars, Croats, Pandours, Ulans, Tol- 
patches, Coſſacks, Calmucks, and others 


of ſuch ſavage names, with which, to the 
misfortune of Germany, we are come tv 
be ſo well acquainted, 


Thus I muſt renounce the hopes of 
thoſe agreeable hours which I had pro- 


miſed myſelf in the converſation of my 
worthy friend : You formally ſentence 


me to divert my leifure hours by writ- 


ting long letters, then add this lenitive ; 
that, if it will be of any comfort to me, 
you promiſe to give my letters two or 


three readings over, 


But 
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But there is ſomething very merry 
in your intimation that one of the beſt 
amuſements of my ſolitude, will be to 
write the life of count Bruhl, as of be- 
nefit to the world in general, and 2 juſt 
revenge of thoſe diſtreſſes which he has 
brought on whole provinces. . 


13 

= I ſet up for an author! Would not you | 

bil in your heart ſay, What does Saul among 

I; the Prophets? Did I feel in myſelf the OY 

| talents of an author, I would ſcarce en- 4 
#4 gage in ſuch a critical affair; you know 
8 I fill have ſome tenures in Saxony, and 

= ſome way or other it might tranſpire, that 

10 1 I was the author; now can I expect from ] 

| 1 the generoſity of the world that it will 0 

1 make good to me any damage which ; 

4 may reſult from my patriotical zeal for 0 

the public welfare? Little would count t 

Bruhl imitate cardinal Mazarine. A f 

man of letters had publiſhed many home { 

K 


truths againſt him with a great aſperity 
of ſtile, the cardinal ſent for him; he 
appeared, all pale, and trembling for 
V | fear, 


149 

fear, expecting a priſon at leaſt; Where- 
as, after ſpeaking to him with the great- 
eſt affability and apparent candour, and 
excuſing himſelf that he had not before 
rewarded a perſon of his learning and 
merit, being obſeded by crouds of boi- 
Rerous creatures, who, as it were by 
downright violence, wreſted all favours 
out of his hands, immediately cave him 
a good fat benefice, and thus diſmiſſed 
the author, and turned the acrimonious 

ſatyriſt into a zealous encomiaſt. 


7 

] Do indeed ſuch gentleneſs and policy 
is not to be expected in count Bruhl : I 
* know his temper tobe rather that of car- 
1 dinal Richlieu, and other deſpotic mini- 
h ſters, with whom it was an unpardonable 
* crime to diſplay in lively colours the 
It tyranny which they exerciſed over their 
A fellow creatures, reducing noblemen to 
12 ſuch ſtreights as might enfeeble the na- 
ty tural vigour of their minds, and the in- 
* duſtrious artificer to penury, ſpreading 


indigence and miſery through all ranks 
= 8 to 
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to compaſs ſome execrable political 
12 view ; whereas the welfare of the people 
1 in peace and plenty, is the higheſt po. | - 
6 I licy. Bruhl has already given ſufficient 
19 indications, what any who exerciſe their 

wit on his character are to expect; 

you remember that promiſing genius, 

our fellow-ſtudent at Leipſick, about 
twenty-four years ago, the favourite of 

all the profeſſors, and the delight of all 
polite companies; and who, we heard 

in Holland, was, in 1740, obliged to 

leave Leipſick, for a ſatyr of his com- 
poſing againſt count Bruhl ; and the 

poor printer and publiſher were both 
ſeverely ſouſed for their ſhare in it. 


Where can this tranſcendent perſon 
now be? It was then given out that he 
had taken the way to Geneva; but, from 
his ſilence, I conclude that he is diſchar- 
ged from this life, Elſe, what a promi- 
nent obje& for his nervous pen would 
he now have in count Bruhl's life! If, 
at that time, this miniſter afforded mat- 
3 ter 


„ 
ter for ſatire, his account of guilt is now 
moſt enormouſly ſwelled. There was 
a man qualibed to write the life of his 
Tllufrious and Noble Excellence; and moſt 


willingly would I furniſh him with all 
the materials within my knowledge. 


But your deſire is, that being not in- 


diſpoſed for writing long letters, I ſhould 


entertain you with all that I know of the 


miniſter: that I can lend an ear to. You 
fay that having lived continually in the 


country, you never ſo much as ſaw the 
perſon of this miniſter, and that all you 
heard of him, except in the public pa- 
pers, ſeems to come from ſuch, as you 


think, have been but ſuperficially in- 


formed. I chearfully enter on every- 
thing for your entertainment; but J 
muſt previouſly conjure you, by the ſa- 
cred bands of our friendſhip, that no 
perſon in the world, not even your lady, 


may have a ſight of theſe letters, though 


her curioſity never out- runs her diſere- 
tion. I pray either burn them, or tie 


D 2 them 
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them up in a packet with thoſe of the 
charming 8 , once the adored idol 
of your aber heart. Theſe I am 
ſure you carefully conceal; and thus,, 
within them, mine will reſt ſecure. from: 


diſcovery, 7 


HENRY Count BRUHL, Prime 


Miniſter, by public declaration, to the 
King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, and 


who, at the ſame time, holds almoſt 
all the other conſiderable poſts of Saxo- 
ny, and to whom belong a great num- 
ber of baronies, lordſhips, and eſtates, 


both in Poland and Saxony, is the young- 


eſt ſon of Mr. Bruhl, privy counſellor 
to the duke of Weiſſenfels; and having 
advanced himſelf to a height, and in a 
manger ſcarce to be parallelled in the 
whole world, promoted his three eldeſt 
brothers to the dignity of counts, and 
conferred on them the moſt lucrative 


and honourable employ ments; one was 


a privy counſellor, and lived at Martin- 
kirchen; the ſecond maſter of the horſe, 
| and 


* | 
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and the third general and commander” 
of the 7. eutonic der but the two laſt 
"© are gone to receive the rew ard of their 
hoc, ; and whether the privy 
counſelor. is yet among the living, is 
Wha ** cannot poſitively ſay. 


1 he family of Bruhl muſt be allowed 


* ſome degree of nobility, however miſiii- 
| formed or ſplenetic perſons have given. 
if him out to be of much meaner lineage z: 


: and this eſpecially prevails abroad: But. 
- this is an inconſequential point, 
ET | Nobility of blood, 


: 


- A ſandy bottom, and fallacious good; 
| | 'The nobleman is he, whoſe noble mind 


Is fill'd with in-born worth, unborrow'd 
© from his kind, 


and I think pope Sixtus V. pleaſantly 


1 _ ridiculed the pride of birth, when the- 
it word illuſtrious was uſed of any family ; 
d the old gentleman who you know, when: 
os a boy, drove hogs, J ſono di una illaſ- 
£ ?riſtma caſa, alluding to his father's cot- 
5 tage being ſo out of repair that the ſun 
4 222 every part of it; and theſe 


D 3 words 
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I rds which Ovid puts in the mouth of 
Ulyſſes, are what every man of ſenti— 
ment and ſpirit will ſubſcribe to; 
A genus & proaves, 2 quae non 5g 
mus ipſi, 


Vix ea noſtra voco. 


The original eſtate of the family of 
PFruhl was Gangloſs-Sommern, a conſi- 
derable mannor near Weiflenſce in Thu- 
ringen; this family, however, became 
reduced, and the father of our prime 
miniſter ſaw Bimſelf u under A neceility 
of ſelling; all his remaining land to his 
ſovereign the duke of Weiſſenfels; but 
the line of Weiſſenfels coming to fail, 
and his eſtates reverting to the Electoral 
Houſe, count Brulil was not wanting to 
intimate his deſire of being in poſſeſſion 
of the original family-eſtate ; and his 


bountiful ſovereign the king of Poland 


not only granted him Gangloſs-Sommern 
but added to it the greateſt half of the 
bailiwic of Weiſſenfels, the villages of 
which lay near the Bruhl eſtate, likewiſe 
24 lake of ſeveral miles in extent, which 


the laſt duke had cauſed to be drained. 
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Thu; Gangloſs- Sommern might paſs for 
a conſiderable lordſhip, and acc rdin 8˙ 
ly, fuch it was declared. 


It is a ſtanding maxim, allowed by all 
civilians, that the domains of electorates 
and principalities cannot be legally ali- 
enated ; theſe, and many other acquiſi- 
tions, ſettled on count Bruhl, from the 
Saxon domains, ſhew that he muſt have 
relied on two future contingencies as 


certain: That the ſucceſſors i in the Elec- 


torate of Saxony would be a ſett of in- 


dojent drones, without any concern a- 
bout their finances, and the good of the 
Nate ; and that the helm of government 
and the miniſterial authority, would re- 
main in his family,which would beas the 
Maires du Palais,under the weak kings of 
theMerovingian line in France. For, had. 
he not made a certain account of this, 
had he imagined that, after him,another 

miniſter might ariſe, and of a different 
famil y, this ingroſſment of the Electoral 
domains, was one of the moſt unadviſe_ 
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able things he could ſet about; as, in. 
caſe of a fall, this was a capital charge 
againſt him ; or; after his death, even 


againſt his family: that he, who by 


virtue of his oath, as preſident of the 


treaſury, was bound to the conſervation 


of the Electoral domains, had obtained 
ſuch alienations of them for himſelf. 
| : 1 
Unqueſtionably, you have been told, 
mat the Bruhl family is originally of Po- 
land; but, with ſubmiſſion to the com- 
plaiſantPolith nobility, and their ſolemn 
acknowledgements of it at the Dyet, I 
aſſure you, that you or I might as well 
claim kin with Poland.. In Thuringen, 
where ſeveral noble families, are by the 


female fide allied to that of Bruhl, this 


genealogy is made a mere jeſt of. About 


eighteen years ago, I had in my hands 


the genealogical tree of the Verle pſes, 
who can boaſt the ſame perſon for their 


grandfather, as the Moſt Noble and - 
Puiſſant Lord, His Excellency the Prime 


Miniſter, Count Bruhl; and, though it 


goes 


7 


goes up to eight generations, not a word 
is there of any Poliſh anceſtor, But 
now, perhaps, it is moulded, according 
to this new genealogy ; and the Poliſh 
nobles themſelves have their gybes on 
this new-fangled piece of vanity, and 
the purchaſe of it, which was between 
20, or 30, ooo rix dollars, every deputy 
having been prevailed on by the uſual 
argument. Some received favours im- 
mediately from the king, others had 1, 
2, or 300 ducats for their vote, juſt as 
they knew how to make their market, 
Having mentioned the Dyet, behold 
the figure it made at the election of his 
preſent Majeſty's father: The Palatines 
to the number of above 100,000, met in 
the field of election, near Warſaw; all 
the nobleſſe were on horſeback, except 
ſome too poor to buy a horſe, who ap- 
peared on foot, with. old ruſty ſcythes 
in their hands, deſtinguiſhed only by the 
Joftineſs of their looks, which ſpoke their 
high ſenſe of their dignity : Theſe were 
gained over to Auguſtus, by a luſty dram 
and a CLOWN. to each. The 
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In this genealogy, his illuſtrious ex- 
cellency had a double drift ; as his fa- 
mily obtained not only the denization, 
but was admitted, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, an antient Poliſh family; hie 
and his ſons became capable of holding 
any crown offices, and ſtaroſties, or go- 
vernments, in Poland; and it was not 
long before he and his eldeſt ſon were 
created ſtaroſts, beſides other prefer- 
ments. | 


This was turning the penny pretty 
well; to lay out twenty or thirty thou- 
ſand rix dollars, when only the annua! 
produee of the offices and ſtaroſties, a- 
mounted to the latter ſum; the ſtaroſty 
of Warſaw, which was conferred on the 
miniſter's eldeſt ſon, is of itſelf, a very 
luſcious bit. 


The minifter's ſecond ſcope here was, 
that his Excellence and his family, by 
virtue of the great priviledge of the Po- 
Iiſh nobility, were ſecured, at all events, 

5 8 ſhould. 


1 
ſhould the king's ſucceſſors happen to- 


open their eyes, and call him or his fa- 
mily to an account; not that his Excel- 
lency had any cauſe for ſuch an appre- 
henfion, but it is better to be armed a-- 
gainſt exigencies, which, not unfre- 
quently, break forth contrary to all ap- 
pearances. If ſuch an alteration ſhould 
come to pals, his Excellency, as a Poliſh 
nobleman, would be ſafe ; for however 
his brother nobles might ſtand affected 
towards him, they would not be wanting 
to oppoſe any breach of their privi- 
ledges, leſt it ſhould be broug ht into a 
precedent. 


His Excellency, in his early youth, 
was a page at the court of Weiſſenfels, 
and afterwards went in the ſame quality 
to the court of the late king of Poland,. 
Frederic Auguſtus; ; where he was ſoon- 
appointed a page of the preſence. This 
was the ſpring whence flowed all his 
ſubſequent grandeur; theſe are certain | 
facts, and known to be fo all over the- 

world 5. 
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world; a medal was ſtruck in Holland, 
about twenty-three years ago, repre- 
ſenting the three chief miniſters at that 
time, of the king of Poland; as it were 
ſupporting the throne, with this inferip- 
tion: 


ES fed unſrer drey, 
7 wey Pagen und ein Laquay. 
Which may be thus Engliſhed, 

Though now ſo mighty, in us three, 

Two Pages and a Skip you ſee. 

Count Sulkowſky likewiſe owes kX 
fortune to his having been a page; and, 
as for count Hennicke; he is known to 
have wore a livery till his thirtieth yeay, 
when his maſter procured him to be 
made a receiver in the exciſe; on which 
he had the farther good fortune to 
marry. a maid of, honour, the preſent 
counteſs. of Hennicke. Now. we ſoon 
ſee him ſurveyor of the exciſe at Lut- 
zen, where I myſelf have converſed with 
ſome perſons, now pretty well in years, 
who uſed to be daily in company with 
bim, and d they have often told me, that 
; they 


K 
faw nothing in him above other men, 
except that he was a ſtout toper. Thence 
| he was made a commillioner of the ex- 
ciſe, one of the treaſury of Zeits, aſter- 
wards firſt treaſurer-general, till he gra- 
dually roſe to the miniſtry ; and he, as 
ſome proof of his capacity, when he was 
called away to give an account of his 
ſtewardſhip, left in land and money 
near a million, which he had found 
means to ſqueeze out of poor Saxony. 


| Thus providence always wiſe and 
gracious, ſports with ſublunary digni- 
5 ties, perhaps that we may be the more 
; ſenſible of their inexpreſſible littleneſs, 
7 and convince us that our real nobility 
5 and elevation can conſiſt only in moral 
t nerfections, and mental. pre-eminence. 
n. 1 Ml not take upon me to affert that 
L the circumſtance of the above-mention'd 
. ſatyrical medal is in every reſpect true, 
, though I have it from men of veracity, 
* who ſaid they had ſeen more than one 
it of them, We know that Craut, partly 


f | under 
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under that diſcerning princ Frederic I. 
of Pruſſia, roſe from a boy behind the 
compter to be paymaſter-general of the 
army, and at length miniſter of ſtate ; 
but he was to have been called to an 
account; this ſtorm he diverted by a 
well-acted lunaey, and dying left an 
immenſe eſtate ; however the king laid 
his hands on a confiderable thare of it, 
by way of reſtitution. 


We are ſometimes told, and I remem- 
ber to have met with it in print, that 
Bruhl ſtudied at Leipſick, but this J 
take upon me to contradict ; a worthy 
old gentleman, a relation of mine, who 
| Kill holds an employment in the court 
of Weiilenfels, and knew the preſent 
count Bruhl all the firſt part of his life, 
having told me about twenty years ago, 
that he went from the court of Weiſſen- 
fels directly to that of Dreſden ; and it 
is little probable that a page of the pre- 
tence ſhould be at the univerſiy ; that 
would have been a phenomenon in- 
deed, . 
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deed, ſo that this report does him more- 
honour than he deſerves; as to the 
count's vaſt and ſplendid library, which 
excecds all that can be imagined of it, 
that I conclude he collected, not ſo much 
as a ſcholar, but for a piece of furniture, 
that he might be wanting in no part of 
magnificence and profuſion. 


You have read Plutarch's fine treatiſe 
on the utility of learning to a prince; 
his arguments carry the ſtrongeſt con- 
viction with them; but if this be appli- 
cable to ſovereigns, how much more ne- 
ceſſary may learning be ſaid to be to mi- 
niſters? All a prince has to do, is to 
maintain things in their proper relations 
but the miniſter is to foreſee events, to 
penetrate into the grounds of all occur- 
rences, and to know and ſele&t the ne- 
ceſſary meaſures, and the beſt manner 
and time of executing them, Who can. 
be equal to this without knowledge ? 
and, in my opinion, the moſt valuable 
knowledge is that of things and their 

Propertics; 


„ 
properties, together with their relations 
and reciprocal influences. 


None but a pedant will ſay that the 
beſt place of acquiring this knowledge 
is the univerſity; however, whether the 
moſt ready avenue to it be converſation 
with the world, or reading choice au- 


thors, it is an implement which miniſ- 


ters, who would not be in danger of 
committing errors every inſtant, muſt 
indiſpenſibly furniſh themſelves with. 
Eſpecially, I do not ſee how a minifter 
can be without a knowledge of hiſtory, 


which, in its maxims, and the connec 


tions of events, can alone inſtruct him 


in planning meaſures, and foreſecing 


conſequences, but this is not of the 
kind that 1s to be learnt by converſation, 
no more than the laws of nations, and 


their ſeveral intereſts and conſtitutions, 
and other branches of knowledge which 


it would be abſurd” to ſuppoſe may be 
diſpenſed with in a miniſter : It is to the 
want of this knowledge that are chiefly 


OWING, 


with diſpatches of the higheſt import- 


65 ] 


owing moſt of the falſe ſteps committed 


by ſtateſmen ; and a critical enquiry 
into count Bruhl's meaſures, through- 

out the whole 'courſe of his miniftry, 
would plainly thew him an utter ſtran- 
ger to this knowledge. Indeed, how 


ſhould he have come by it! Brought 


up amidſt the gewgaus, and tumult of a 


court, and early engaged in political in- 


trigues and the purſuits of ambition, it 
would be a wonder if he had huſbanded 
time to turn. over books, 


Count Bruhl immediately became a 
favourite of the late king of Poland; 
he rapidly paſt through the honours of 
lord of the bed-chamber, and groom of 
the ſtool, till he made his way to the 
miniſtry ; there goes a tale concerning 
the ſpecimen of his abilities, by which 
he gained the preference in the favour 


of the late Frederic Auguſtus, 


It is ſaid that a courier came once 


anc 2 
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ance, and which he was ordered to de- 
liver into no other hands than thoſe of 

the King himſelf, and an immediate an- 
ſver was to be returned. Bruhl being 
at that time page of the preſence, tlie 
king ſent him away for Pauli, ſecretary 
to thi cabinet council; but the latter he 
found ſo overcome with wine, that it 
would ade been in vain to have brought 
him. Bruhl, perceiving the king to be 
in an extreme perplexity, offered to 
draw up the anſwer to the diſpatches; 
and, it ſeems did it ſo much to his ma- 
jeſty's ſatisfaction, that from that hour 
Frederic Auguſtus diſtinguiſhed him! in 
his favour. 


The truth of this ſtory, mV wy 
friend, is very problematic ; Pauli, ſe- 
cretary to the cabinet, and of great in- 
fluence there, alto. preſident of the col: 
lege of war, was exceſſively given to 
drinking ; it was grown habitual with 
him at entertainments, or if alone, to 
indulge himſelf in intemperate draughts, 
and this was not unknown to the king, 

Who 


[ 67 ] 


who uſed to fay, That it was only in the: 
forenoon that be had à Pauli; and this was 
not of that ſocial kind of inchriation, 
very common among the minitters and 


ſecretaries at. Vienna, by a britk circu- 
lation of glaſſes at dinner, and never 
carried to the total extinction of reaſon, 


No, Pauli's drunkenneſs was ſo beaſtly, 
that it unfitted him for any kind of bu- 
ſineſs ; and, at laſt, proved fatal to him, 


for one afternoon, in one of theſe ex- 


Teiles, he fell Irom a window into the 


ſtreet, where he ignominiouſly expired. 


Allowing the truth of the circum- 


ſtance of ſecretary Pauli's drunkenneſs, 
yet the other part I much queſtion ; 


Frederick Auguſtus, the late king of 


Poland, was not a prince who would 


conclude on any thing, without the 
Joint advice of his miniſters; conſe- 
quently, the more important the caſe 
was the ſooner would he ſend for them; 
and, within that time, ſomebody ſurely 
would be found capable of framing the 

an- 
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anſwer: Further, it is not eaſy to ima- 


gine any affair ſo very urgent, as not to ; 
bear a delay of a few hours ; I have alſo 4 
ſecn ſeveral French letters, written by 


count Bruhl's own hand, fince he came | 
to be miniſter ; the ſtile, I own, is not to 
be found fault with; but, on the other 
hand, I ſaw nothing of that Attic ele- 
gancy, that force of expreſſion, as to 
make a man of ſenſe fo hugely taken 
with the writer ; and, when a page, it is 
not to be ſuppoſed that he was maſter 
of ſuch a captivating phraſeology ; cer- 
tainly his ſtile muſt have been poliſhed 
and improved by the long practice and 
variety of affairs in which it has ſince 
been exerciſed. 


There is no need of any ſuch tales to 
make known the method or accident by 
which count Bruhl became ingratiated 
with the late King of Poland; though 
his ſtature be very far below the middle 
ſize, yet is he perfectly well ſhaped and 
of a moſt winning carriage. 


* 


His 


1. 
His affability to all bis inferiours 
knows no bounds; they ſtand equally 
Charmed and amazed at his condeſcen- 
ſion; at leaft, ſuch I knew him about 
twelve years ago; what alteration time 
may have wrought in him I know not ; 
from theſe profuſions of courteſy to per- 
ſons of lower rank, it is caſy to con- 
ceive his abject deportment. towards his 
ſovereign ; his ſollicitude to preſerve 
himſelf in favour: If, to theſe attractive 
practices, you add his agreeable perſon, 
the gracefulneſs of his attitude, and a 
lively wit, there is no need of any tales . 
to make us conceive how he could inſi⸗ 
; nuuuate himſelf into the favour of a mo- 
narch, with whom appearances took, 
and who did not trouble himſelf about 
penetrating into the receſſes of the hu- 
man mind. 


J muſt own, that the firſt time I wait- 
= ed on this miniſter, I was more charm'd 
| with him than with any perſon I ever 


knew in the whole world; nothing came 
. 1 . from 


wo 
from him, but Your intirely devoted and 
humble ſervant ; You may command me in 
any thing : I heſe were his very words, 
and frequently repeated ; an opportu- 
nity of ſerving me, and teſtifying his re- 
gard for me, would be above all things, 
moſt welcome. You know that, when 
at the univerſity, I did not uſe to be du- 
pcd by fair words; but here I was de- 
zeived by my own maxims. Since ! 
was eighteen years of age, it has been 
my cuſtom, when any one made me ex- 
traordinary proteſtations of friendſhip 
and good will, to take a ſurvey of their 
phy ognomy ; 1 examined all their li- 
neaments, and pierced into their gri- 
maccs; theſe generally betray the heart; 


but here all appeared candour and inte- 


grity, for a more honeft countenance, 
and a more pleaſing aſpect than that of 
count Bruhl, there cannot be in the 
world. 


But, in my farther tranſactions with 
'him both relatively to my own private 
concerns, 
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concerns, and the affairs of the commiſ- 
fon with which I was honour'd, I ſoon 
perceived, that all theſe animated prote- 
ſtations were mere ſounds; I found that 


the flood of politeneſſes with which he 


continued to deluge me, were no more 


than ſo many mechanical motions, to 
which his body had been long habituat- 


ed, without his ſoul having any mean- 
ing in them; and it was more than once 


on my lips, to ſay to him, / Leſeech your 


Excellency fewer compliments, and more ſiu- 


I have afterwards had frequent occaſion 
of obſerv ing, that all who carry their civi- 
lity to exceſs, and make uſe of high flown 
compliments, are one ard all, of ſuch a 


caſt, that the more we promiſe ourſelves 
any thing from them, the more we thall . 


be diſappointed; and, to me, there is no- 
thing more nauſeous, than that flow of 


compliments which riſes above all pro- 
pbability and diſcretion. To every man 
of ſenſe ſuch a behaviour is a downright 


affront ; 
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affront; as, in theſe unmeaning effu- 
ſions, a miniſter, in effect, ſays, ** I look 
„ on thee to be a ſimple fellow, who 
« wilt greedily ſwallow theſe words.“ 


However, it is only obſerving the 
profeſſions of ſuch people, and they will 
be found themſelves to betray the little 
ſhare their heart has in their compli- 
ments. I was once with a late ſecretary 
at war in an eminent court; he likewiſe 
dealt much in over-ftrained compli- 
ments, and exceſſive politeneſs: Word 
was brought that a young foreign prince 
whoſe father was a major in the ſervice 
of that tate, was coming to wait on him. 
was for with-drawing; © Poh, poh, 
* (ſaid the minifter) it is only a young 
** prince; But, on this young prince's 
making his appearance, the miniſter re- 
ſpectfully moved towards him, ſaying ; 
am covered with confuſion, that 
“ your Illuſtrious Highnefs ſhould pre- 
vent me in my duty; it was juft in 
* my thoughts moſt humbly to have 

"10 A 
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laid myſelf at your Highneſs's feet.” 
And at this rate he went on, over- 
whelming the young prince, who was a 
genteel diſcreet youth, about 13 years 
of age, and his tutor, with ſuch a flood 
of compliments, that they ſcarce knew _ 
what to anſwer ; but this, at. the ſame 
time, was a uſeful document to me, 
what ſtreſs I had to lay on all the aſſur- 
ances of affection, and friendſhip, which 
he, had juſt poured forth to me, in the 
in the very ſame breath. 


— 


8 
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Whilſt the late king of Poland was lir- 


ing, count Bruhl ſcems to have had ve- 


2 ry little ſhare in the good graces of the 
: preſent king; the knowing courtiers 
= pretend, that the then electoral prince 
8 even carried it coldly to his father's fa- 
Ra vpvourite; and, on the other hand, that 
; count Bruhl ſeemed not at all ſolici- 
- tous in making his court to the preſum- 
e. ptive ſucceſſor. The heart of the elec- 


toral prince was at that time poſſeſſed 
by count Sulkowſky, groom of the bed- 
E chamber, 


„ 

chamber, and captain of foot; and who 
as a page, having grown up together 
with the prince, had now an unlimitted 
aſcendant over him: And as theſe two 
favourites of the father and the ſon 
ſhewed little inclination towards an in- 
timacy, it was the opinion of the 
court that count Bruhl's fortunes had 
reached their zenith, at the demiſe of 
' Auguſtus the Second. 


But greatly miſtakenwers they in this 


calculation; at the time of the deceale 


of Auguſtus II. which happened in Po- 


land in the beginning of the year 1723, 
count Bruhl was alſo in that kingdom: 


Inftead of ſinking at ſo unexpected 2 
ſtroke as the loſs of the moſt bountiful 
of maſters, he turned his thoughts to ſe- 


cure his footing under the new govern- 
ment ; and finding means to lay hands 
on the crown, and other regalia of Po- 
land, he reached Saxony before the ma- 
gnates of the kingdom could take any 
meaſures on ſuch a ſubitaneous event. 
5 - 7: TRE 
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The electoral prince, now Elector of 
Saxony, muſt naturally look with a pro- 

pitious eye on the author of ſuch a no- 

table piece of ſervice, as delivering up 

to him the regalia of Poland ; and who, : 
withal, aſſured him, that he had con- 

certed meaſures with his friends to turn 

the ſcale of election in his Royal High- 

neſs's favour: Count Bruhl further ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to count Sulkowſky, the 

prince's minion, in the ſtrongeſt expreſ- 

ſions, at which he has a moſt bewitching 

gift, of the moſt perfect friendſhip and 
devotedneſs, and that there was nothing 
in which he ſhould not account it an ho- 
nour to be employed as his inſtrument. 


Count Bruhl very prudently perceiv'd 
that count Sulkowſky would riſe to a 
reſplendent fortune, and to oppoſe it 
would be working his own deſtruction; 


he conſidered, that this count being a 


papiſt, agreeable to the profeſſion of the 


late king, was incapable oſ any miniſte- 
rial or national employment; that the 


5 
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poſt of firſt lord of the bed-chamber, 


which he himſelf had held under the late 
king, would be moſt ſutiable to count 


Sulkowſky's view; accordingly he made 


an offer to the count to reſign that very 
honourable poſt, leaving the equivalent 
to his majeſty's pleaſure, This pleaſed, 


and count Bruhl was nominated firſt 


commiſſioner of the treaſury, and genc- 


ral- director of the exciſe. For this cir- 


cumſtance, that count Bruhl himſelf 
made the firſt offer of reſigning his poſt, 
any authority is the perſon to whom the 


preſent prince of Sulkowlſky told it. 


This was the expedient by which 


count Bruhl made count Sulkowſky 
himſelf the inſtrument of his promotion 
under the preſent government; it was 
far from Sulkowſky's thoughts to appre- 


hend any-thing from Bruhl ; the pre— 
ference in the favour of his prince he 
imagined ſecured to him beyond the 
attempts of any competitor ; and, as for 
count Bruhl, inveigled by his ſoothing 


blandith- _ 


ER | 
blandiſhments, he promiſed himſelf that 
he ſhould find him a ſteady friend, and 
uſeful inſtrument. But time has ſhewn 
him to be extremely diſappointed in 
ſuch concluſions, not knowing the 1 man 
with whom he had to do. | 


Cw 


— 


Here, Sir, I have given you a ſuccinct 
ſketch of the hiſtory of count Bruhl, till 
the acceſſion of his preſent majeſty to 

the crown of Poland; if you have met 

with any-thing new in it, if this amuſe- 
ment of mine has given you any enter- 
tainment, the continuance of it depends 
on your commands ; but, at preſent, my 
weary fingers call for ſome reſpite. 


But I forgot ; how is this! You tell 
me that you are a ſtranger to the ſtory 
of the prince Leifgen “. Is it poſſible ! 


= fince ten or twelve years, when this ſto- 

Me ry had not yet loft its novelty, have you 
ne been ſo little inquiſitive? And have all 
- your viſitors been inſenſible to that ge- 

6 


1 * Adiminutive of Elizabeth, as Betty, inEngliſtr. 
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general fondneſs of telling ſnmething 
new and drole? Tho' really the greateſt 
wonder of all is, that I myſelf, in our 
intimate converſations, have not related 
it to you : and, I verily thought, that I 
did not know a ſtory worth telling, which 
I had not brought on the carpet; how- 
ever ſtrange theſe things are, it muſt be 
ſo, ſince you aſſure me, that prince Li- 
eſgen is a perſon you never heard of; 
therefore my next will give you this 
hiſtory in its full detail; but, at preſent, 
all I can prevail upon my fingers to do, 
is not to conclude, without aſſuring you 
of the perpetual and unreſerved friend. 
hip, with which 1 ſhall ever be, 


Sir, Ge, 


F.., Fuly 31, 1760. 


% ( 
Carce was my former letter gone to 
the poſt-houſe, when I received the 
favour of yours of the 24th of Iuly, 
wherein you acquaint me, that the ſiege 
of Dreſden was raiſed ; that there had 
8 een 


e 

been ſuch a report in your parts four 
days before; but that you was unwill- 
ing to ſay anything of it, oppoſite ac- 
counts being come, and both with Par- 
ticular circumſtances: Theſe oppoſite 
reports were both true in certain re- 


ſpects; the king of Pruſſia has raiſed the 


fiege, yet ftill remains near Dreſden ; 
and this naturally gave riſe to contra 
dictory accounts, which alſo have reach- 


_ ed this neighbourhood, 


Wo accounts : agree, that the beautiful 
eity of Dreſden, which, no leſs than 
Leipfic, deſerves to be called the jewel 


, Saxony, is almoſt entirely buried in 


its ruins, particularly the Old Town; 
and this calamity the wretched inhabi- 
tants can impute to no other than their 
very good friends the Auftrians; though 
his Pruſſian majeſty, by the many ex- 
amples of the enemy at Cuſtrin, Schweid- 
nitz, Zittau, and even at Guhrau, and 
other open towns in Sileſia, was incon- 
 Eflably warranted to ſet the city on fire, 
E. 4. yet 


201 


yet he had no ſuch intention, as declar- 
ed inthe Magdeburg gazette, and it was 


the walls and works only which were 
tired, at till the Auſtrians, having con- 
verted the Croſs Church tower into a bat- 


 terty, then it became neceſſary to make 


uſe of bombs for diſlodging them. 


It is ſearce to be conceived that tlie 
Auſtrian commandant could be ſo void 
of reflection, as not to foreſee the cala- 
mity to which he thereby expoſed the 
City, yet it is a ſuppoſition at which na- 
ture revolts; and, if well-grounded, i; 


a ſcandal to humanity, that he ſhould 


deliberately involve the refidence of his 
miſtreſs's moſt firm ally, in ſuch a ca- 
taſtrophe; yet if he was not aware of the 
conſequences which would attend the 
_unprecedented uſe he made of the Croſs 
Tower, he does not deſerve to carry a 
| halberd in a company of militia. 


In all who are not ſtrangers to theſenti- 


ments of philanthropy,or the lawsof war 


among 


rO_ 


fa 


| gu. ed 
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mong civilized nations, the conduct of 


[8x 
the Auſtrians 1n this war muſt excite de- 


teftation ; the Auſtrian miniſtry openly 
trampled on all the dictates of reaſon, 

and the rights of nations, violating faith 
and compacts, and, to the ſhame of our 
enlightened times, even recommended 


to the ſtates of the Empire, to ſecond 


their perfidy by a like injurious conduct; 
their generals jeem to overlook all the 
humane uſages of war, obſerved 2 
mong civilized pcople, committing ſuch 
barbarities as brand the Auftrian name 
with perpetual infamy. 


Io be ſure, you have by this time read 
all the eircumſtances of the recent in- 
ſtance of Auſtrian inhumanity againſt 
the miſerable town of Landſhut. Not to 
mention the general pillage in which the 
poor inhabitants were ſtript of the very 
cloaths on their back, ſuch was the 
rage of theſe ſavages, that, without re- 
gard to religion, age, or ſex, they maſ- 
facred innocent unarmed perſons, beg- 


E 5 ing 
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ging for life on their knees, and holding 
out crucifixes; my blood riſes againſt 
ſuch ſanguinary cut-throats. I had en- 
tertained pleaſing ideas of the mildneſ; 
and refinements of the age I lived in, and 
believe you have more than once heard 
me, with ſome degree of tranſport, ſay. 
Priſca juvent alios, ego me nunc denique na- 
rum | 

Gratulor, haec attas mcribus apta meis. 
but alas! innumerable tranſactions ſhew 
that theſe times may be claſſed with 
thoſe of the Goths and Herulians. 


What a frivolous excuſe is it to ſay, 
_ that in ſuch occaſions, the foldier can- 
not be reſtrained : How ! A genera] not 
keep his men within bounds, in an open 
defenceleſs place, where not an enemy is 
left? Were I to hear this palliative 
_ irom ſuch a deſpicable man himſelf, I 
thould make no ſeruple of telling him, 
that he might be fit to head a band of 
 Hottentots, or Iroquois, but had neither 
the head nor heart to be a general 1 iu an 
European nation. Gene- 


[87] 


General Laudohn, in particular, ſeems: 


as if he would make his court to the Em- 


preſs, by his diſtinguiſhed ravages and 


barbarities in the Pruffian territories ; 
bnt if this general by his deportment, 


and the Auſtrian miniſtry by its conni- 


vance, would have the world believe, 
that ſuch deſolations are acceptable to 
the Empreſs, they do not reflect what a 
diſgrace they bring on her, in the eyes 
of all ſenſible and virtuous: perſons. 


If ſuch inhuman. procedures are in- 
conſiſtent with humaniy,no leſs are they 
exploded by the common rules of po- 
licy.. Do they tend to creat in the Sile- 


ſian a longing to return. under the do- 


minion of Auſtria * 


One obſervation, which ] have often 


occaſion to make in reading hiſtory, is 
that a general who indulges his ſoldiery 


in carnage, and the impulſes of their 
brutal paſſions, is ſeldom or eyer known: 
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to die a natural death; or ſome ſtriking 
trouble or diſtreſs overtakes him before 
his end; let me entreat you, ſhould 
you outlive me, to have an eye on 
Laudohn, and obſerve the circumſtances 
of his life ; I never was fond of © -tting 
up for a prophet, but, here I will ven- 
ture on one prediction, that the cries 
of ſo much innocent blood will rouſe 
the punitive wrath of God, and that it 
will not fail, one way or other, to diſ- 
charge itſelf on him in the preſent life; 
the mercy and juſtice of the ſupreme 
being will not allow me to think that 
ſuch inhumanities againſt a quiet inno- 
cent people, will go unpuniſhed. 


If J have here exhibitted only mourn- 
ful ſcenes, be pleaſed to attribute it to 
a melancholy compaſſion, are ſentful zcal, 
which, amidſt ſnch tranſactions, he 
who fecls for mankind, can hardly ſup- 
preſs; but, now I'll make you amends; 
by communicating to you the ftory of 
the prince Betty, which, I pronuſe my- 
2 5 ſelf, 


WEE 
ſelf, will diſpel all the gloomy imagery 
raiſed by the premiſes. 


This ſtory, in ſevcral reſpects, is not 
without inſtruction; anmong other 
things,, it ſhews, that, to act the part of 
a prince in the world, is not a point of 
ſuch great difficulty; for here you will 
{ee it done by a perſon without birth or 
education ; and none of the whole no- 
bility, for ſeveral miles round, could 
obſerve, in this impoſtor, any grounds 
for a ſuſpicion. 


In the year 1717, or 1718, when 
the preſent king of Poland, then elec- 
toral prince, in the courſe of his travels, 
came to. Vienna; there lived in 
Wolckenſtein, a little place among the 
Mine Mountains, in Saxony, a clo- 
thier's daughter then in her 22d. or 
23d, year, whoſe chriſtian-name was 
Elizabeth, but her fur-name 1 have 
forgot. Her condition, it ſeems, fat 
very uneaſy on the girl, being obliged, 


day 


1 [867 
day after day, to work hard at the loom, 
beſides, ſhe had to do with none of the 
moſt indulgent fathers, that ſhe was 
ever contriving how ſhe ſhould free 
herſelf from this inſupportable bond- 
age, and procure ſomething more to 


her liking. 


What ſhe was moſt out of humour 
with was her ſex, and the would frequent- 
ly exclaim againſt providence for not 
making a man of her; theſe diſpoſitions, 
at length, produced a ſcheme to ſteal 
out of her father's houſe, and in the 
difguiſe of a man, endeavour to mend 

her circumſtances ; a favourable Junc- 
ture, for her elopement, offered, her 
father, at that time a widdower, being. 
gone from home. 


He had taken with him his every- 
day cloaths, that nothing remained for 
her but his ſuit of black, in which, 

to appear like a creditable burgher, he 
uſed to go to the ſacrament, or ſune- 
| rals;. 
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rals ; this happened to fit her, ſo the 
put on one of her father's ſhirts, and 
crammed two others in the pockets, 
and in this garb, recommending herſelf 
to providence, the, one night left her 
father's houſe, and her dreſs put her on 
paſſing for an ejected ſchool-maſter. 


After wandering through ſeveral 
parts of the country, where ſhe picked 
up ſomething among the gentry and 
clergy, ſhe came at laſt to Auguſtuſ- 
burg-houſe, where Mr. Gunther, as 
ſurveyor of the king's fiſheries, reſided, 
a great number of the king's ponds 
lying in that neighbourhood. This 
gentleman being then at home, ſhe re- 
queſted his benevolence, as an ejected 
ſchool-maſter: the ſurveyor of the 
fiſhery, fancied that he ſaw in this 
ejected ſchook-maſter ſome glimpſe of 
the then electoral prince, now king of 
Poland ; and, in reality, between theſe 
two very different perſons, there was 
2 reſemblance, though not very great. 
| Nr 5 


[88 ] 
Mr. Gunther put ſeveral queſtions to 
this ſchool-maſter, which Miſs Betty 
anſwered with a compoſedneſs and gra- 
vity, that the ſurveyor of the fiſheries 
conſtrued to be inborn ſtatelineſs and 
dignity ; at length he began to ſurmiſe, 
that this. perſon might be the electoral 
prince himſelf. 


Before you laugh at the ſurveyor's 
ſimplicity, be pleaſed to recollect what 
1 ſaid in my letter of the 25th of July, 
about the ſanguine hopes which the 
Saxons entertained of the then electoral 
prince, exulting in ideal perſpectives of 
the bleſſings which were to diftinguith 

his reign, when their burthens ſhould 
be lightened, every grievance be re- 
drefled, and all things be ſet on aright 
footing z it is impoſſible to conceive 
what ſtories theſe hopes had given rife 
to, particularly that the electoral prince 
went about the country incognito, the 
better to inform himſelf of the conditi- 
on of his future ſubjects; and thus 
n take 


T0] 
take effectual meaſures for their prof- 
perity. 


Particularly a report went current, 
that the electoral prince was not de- 
tained ſo long on his travels, but, with- 
out his father's privity was taking a 
tour all. about the country, that he 
might ſee every thing with his own 
eyes, and that people might not ſuffer 
by falſe repreſentations; indeed, few at 
court gave any heed to ſuch tattle, but, 

the ſurveyor of the fiſheries happened 
to be one of thoſe, who, being pleaſed 
with the ſtory, readily believed it. 


Mr. Gunther, in his profound ſaga- 
city, thought that if this was the electo- 
ral prince, his buſineſs was to entertain 
him well, as that would certainly make 
his fortune; the whole ſtory declares 
him to be a man of a very narrow graſp; 
yet, was he ambitious of making a great 


figure in the ſucceeding reign. It is 
à very juſt obſervation that men of ſlen- 
19 3 
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der parts are moſt fond af courts; men 


of ſublime ſentiments, and a juſt way of 
thinking, having a better idea of happi- 


nels, than to ſeek for it, in thoſe ſeenes 
of intrigue and fallacy. 


However, he was for proceeding wa- 


rily; and taking the ſham ſchopl-maſter 


into his parlour, after giving him a large 


cup of wine, he entered into talk with 
him on ſeveral ſubjects, and in every 
thing Miſs Betty ſhewed an acuteneſs 
and underſtanding which to the ſurvey- 


or ſeemed above the ſphere of a poor 
ſchool-maſter; and he imagined that 


with his perſpicacious eyes he ſaw a 


_ princely majeſty beam forth in all her 
expreſſions and deportment ; thus he 
became perfuaded that theperſon before 


kim could be no other then the electo- 
ral prince; in this conceit, without 
any further heſitation, he ventured to 


ſay to Miſs Betty, that if he was not 


much miſtaken, it was a very different 
perſon from a School-maſter, whom he 


Jaw 


913 
ſaw in this diſguiſe : At this, Miſs Petty, 
whoſe heart went pit a pat for fear of a 
diſcovery, coloured; but her ſpirit re- 
vived when the ſurveyor,continuing his 
diſcourſe, ſaid that tho” his apparel was 
none of the beſt, in his opinion it co- 
vered a perſon of the higheſt rank. 
This honour ſhe declared did not be- 


long to her, but it was with ſuch confu- 


fion as only confirmed Mr. Gunther's 
prepoſſeſſion; in a word, her bluſhes 
with the manner of her waving any pre- 
tence to quality, left not the leaſt doubt 
in him but that his gueſt was the electo- 
ral prince of Saxony. i 


The Surveyor thought himſelf ex- 
tremely happy that heaven ſhould put 
ſo fair an opportuuity into his hands of 
advancing himſelf, and that ſhould he 

let it ſlip, he ſhould deſerve to be poſt- 


ed for a ſool, inſtead of being counted 


a wife man which he had always affect- 
ed; and riſing up, ſaid to him, that he 


was not ignorant of the noble motives 


of 
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of ble Royal Highneſs's going about 
the country in that diſguiſe, but that 
he ſhould ſee his ends might be ſuffi- 
ciently anſwered, if he pleaſed to 
honour his houſe ſome time with his 
preſence, and at the ſame time, he 
made a tender, that every thing in it, 
was at his Roy al Highneſs's entire diſ- 
a 


Miß Betty who had left her father's 
houſe to ſeek her fortune, and who 
witht for nothing more than a life of 
eaſe and merriment, thought this a 
propoſal of wkich it behoved her to avail. 
herſelf, and at the ſame time was ſen- 
ſible that her caſe required prudence 
and caution ; accordingly, ſhe deſired 
the ſurveyor to mention no ſuch high 
titles to her, not but that ſhe held her- 
ſelf much obliged to him for his kind 
offer. 


Mr. Gunther replyed, that fince ie 
was his Royal Highneſs's pleaſure, he 
would 


Fe 


e 


1 
would forbear titles, as his intention was 
to be unknown, but again repeated the 
offer of his houſe and every thing in his 


power; and Mis Betty at his many hum- 


ble inſtances, conſented to ſpend ſome. 


days there, if it would not be too great 


a trouble; one of the chief cautions on 
which Miſs Betty reſolved in this farce, 
was never to ſay that ſhe was the electo- 
ral prince, but by a reſcrv'd ſerious be- 
haviour dril him on in his chimerical 
imaginations, and this ſhe pleaded be- 
ſore the late king Frederick Auguſtus 
and the commiſſioner of enquiry; and 
the ſurveyor himſelf did her the juſtice 


to own that the had never pretended to 


be the prince, nor directly countenanc. 
ed his ſuppoſitions of her being that 
royal perlon. 


The firſt night this honourable perſon 


lay in Mr. Gunther's houſe, his joy 
kept him waking ; nothing was more 


certain with him, than that it now only 
depended on his making a due uſe of this 
„ fortunate 
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adventure, to be amongſt the firſt of the 
miniſtry in the next reign ; a thought 
which doubtleſs was accompanied with 
an ejaculation of thankſgiving; he moſt 


wiſely ſuppoſed that the greater obliga- 


tions he laid the prince under, the 


greater would be his advancement. His 


fortune being very conſiderable, he was 
perſuaded that this was the ſeaſon to ſow 
plentifully, as ſure to reap an exuberant 


harveſt. 


The next morning he propoſed to the 
prince to change his apparel for that of 


2 higher rank, as better anſwering his 
end of remaining unknown ; for the 
meaner his appearance, the fooner would 


a keen eye ſee through the difguiſe, as 
dignity of carriage could not be long 


laid aſide, ſo as to eſcape detection. This 


perhaps Mr. Gunther meant as a com- 
pliment to his own penetration; he ad- 
ded, that he thought the rank of count 
vas the beſt adapted to his Royal High- 

neſs's drift, as not being attended with 


the 


— - 


as 
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the conſtraint of royalty, which hinder- 
ed a perſonal inſpection into every- 
thing ; nor, which would be the caſe of 


a low rank, did it exclude him from the 
company of the nobility and gentry ; 


whoſe free ſentiments he might thus 
hear, and judge of their manners ; 


further, Mr. Gunther, concluding that 


his Royal Highnels might not be pro- 


vided for the expence of new drefles, he 


humbly requeſted him to make uſe of 


his money, which was entirely at his 
ſervice ; and this from mere reſpect to 
his Royal Highneſs, without any view 


of return or recompence, which he nei- 


ther wanted or deſired. 


To this offer prince Betty made ſeve- 


ral objections; ſignifying that it, by no 
means, ſquared with his views; however 
at the preſſing intreaties of the ſurvey- 


or, he intimated to him, that he might 
give orders for what he thought pro- 
per. Mr. Gunther, without delay, or- 
dered three or four very rich ſuits, hir- 


eck 


— — 
>, — — 


— 
P — 
1 . 5 
1 4 
ä * — 


LAT _ 
\ ij 
i", \ 
| f \ * 
1 
\ 1. 
1 14 
U 
A 
9 38 j 
* 1 1 
* 4 
* 
9 > 
- Y * y 
5 1 
:x N 
Ty 
" 4 \ 
a 14 
po $ 
"' ' 
4 , 
<4 J 
L * 
1 
bl " 
4 of | 
a 24 
7 
. 
5G 
% i; 
4 
f 1 i 1 
$3 
” E, 1 
% Þ 
12 47 
x > 
"IS 
0 1 by 
g 4 9 
7 
„ * 15 
* 
o 
: . « 
4 
1 
7 * N * 
8 gy 373) 
153. $1 f 
? 1. 0 
y 1er 
ET - 
XR 8 
1579 
. 8 Cy 12 
4 * 4. 
9 * 
L ws , : 
7 Mi 1 
sf f 
1 
1 4 
WF | 7 4 
« 4 $ 2 
I pr 
65 
* . 
1 
q mt 8 
12 ; \ 
: 4 
£ * 
\ } e 
if $/ $4 
$ 0 $ 
=, 
5 "2; 7 
as 7 14 : : 1 
— N 4 
"8 zi 
"i 1 
2 2 / 
. _B:; | 
L 4; - 
_ 1 o 
. 5 
s ol 
' 
, N 
p 4 * 
* . 
- 8 my, x 
» A. 
7 * * 
— x * 
i 
Y 4 54 1 
+. _— *g 
> is 7 1 } 
4 3 - q 
2 E. o 
6, {i * 
1 , 1 
* 
9 p © 
by a> ; y 
4 * — 
% 
_— —- 1 
1 40 
. 
4 
cy Þ q 
| 
2 * 7" *. 
! 
"1: 
» * i 27 
4 * 5 : 
TREES. _ 
DB * 
* 7 % 
: "kf 8 
n N 
x L381 + | 
\ 1 
K 
1 * 1 N 
9 "0 ö 
Pe. 
P 4 o 
4 , 
* . 4 
: py © 
1 i 
„„ 1 
1 bo F + 
ON 
s | 
RE ” 5 
2 1 
1 13 * 5 
TAR ny 1 
e ; 
: N 
: 
tbl 4 
: 84 
s 1 
$2348: 
+ 16 $10" 
ine 
I % 
o” 44 1 F 
* : { 5 
. q 
(9 12 * 
1 * » 
* 4 10 
7 1 
# "Wa 
KERR 1 
" 
* * 
* 1 
7 Ml [ 
\ 1 
1 
e j 
SHES 
+1 * vs i g 
Wh. 5 
„ 
= . i 
1 . 4 
1 
4:0 | 
11. 
Th | 
vs 
* - 
_ WS 
. k 
4 
1 
i . 
: _ + 7 
488 \ 
: | 
+ 4 
{ 3 ( 
k 
7 7 
4 * Ws 
1 F 
EE 
: "= 1 47 


[963 
ed. four ſervants for the prince, and 
made him a preſent if a ſuperb coach, 


with fix horſes, which he ſaid the prince 


would want for viſiting the ſeveral parts 
of the country ; and that the prince 
might be ſuitably provided with the 
grand requiſite, he with the moſt reve- 
rential humility, humbly offered him a 


gold purſe with zoo ducats, and would 
not deſiſt till his KoyalHighneſs was gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to accept of 1 it. 


Prince Betty being FOR equipped for 
his rank of count, as this was Mr. Gun- 
ther”s project, he alſo conferred the title 

which the pr ince was to bear ; and bor= 


rowed it, if I miſtake not, from a Hol- 


ſtein family; every thing being now 
ſettled, Mr. Surveyor invites all the 
neighbouring nobility and gentry to his 


houſe, for the entertainment of the 
prince, who was made known to every 
one under the fictitious title of count, 


| but Mr. Gunther was not wanting pri- 


vately, and with the moſt earneſt re- 


queſt 


Þ 


te 


t] 
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queſt of fecreſy, to whiſper to all his vi- 
ſitors, that his gueſt was no other than 


the Electoral Prince; ſuch an honour 
they could not but eſteem a ſure preſage 
of the moſt glorious fortune. As to this, 


believe you will not much cenſure 


Mr. Gunther, it being no more than a 


very common inclination ; moſt men 
would make little account of any riches. : 


or honours were they to enjoy them 
without others knowing any thing of 


their proſperity, 


Theſe viſits of the neighbouring no- 


bility at the ſurveyor's houſe went on 


for near a month; all crowded thither 
with a view of getting into the favour 


of Saxony's riſing ſun, and his favourite 


Mr. Von Gunther; thus for his money 


he, at leaſt, had for ſome time the flat- 
tering pleaſure of being ſurrounded by 
perſons of rank, all courting his friend- 


ſhip, and he had already a forecaſt of 
the incenſe which probably would 


have been offered to him had all his 


ſuppoſitions been real; 
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On all occafions prince Betty topped 
her part, ſhe did not in the leaſt diſ- 
grace the title of count, and the reſery- 
edneſs which ſhe conſtantly kept to, 
with the country nobility, paſſed for 
the ſtamp of royalty, which under this 
inferior diſguiſe ſeemed, to dignify eve- 


ry part of her behaviour ; in ſhort there 


was not one who harboured the leaſt 
doubt of Mr Gunther's ſerious whiſpe- 
rings; ſo eaſy are men to be impoſed on, 
or rather ſo eaſy is it to play the part 
of the great ones of the world! 


However, now comes on the denoue- 
ent of this farce, ſome of the nobles 
having relations or friends at court 
with whom they correfponded, writ, 

but ſtrictly recommending ſecrecy, 
that the electoral prince was certainly 
at Auguſtuſburg incogzito. 


- Theſe courtiers, and who can blame 


them? thought that an information of 
this nature was not to be conccaled from 
5 | =. th 


n nov mw oF ms. 


r 
the king ; his majeſty, who knew for cet | 


| tain that his ſon was at Vienna, or that 


he was ſtrangly impoſed on, would be- 
lieve nothing of the matter, yet thought 
it proper to take ſo much notice of this 
account as to ſend one of the officers of 
his houſhold who knew the prince too 
well to be miftaken; and he, as a gen- 


tleman, ſent in his name to Mr.ſurveyor, 


defiring he might be permitted to kiſs 


the count's hands; in the mean time he 
alſo had the whiſpering that the perſon 
who paſt only for a count was really the 


eleQoral — 


This officer's viſit was over on ſight; 


he haflened back to court and aſſured 


the king, that the Auguſtuſburg Count 
had, indeed, ſomething of the air of the 
electoral prince, but that he was ns 


more the prince than he himſelf; here- 
upon the king immediately ſent a party 
of horſe with a warrant to bring prince 


Betty and the ger of the fiſhery to 
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The king asked prince Betty who ſhe 
was? ſhe, without the leaſt diſcompoſure, 


gave him a full account of her family, 


ſex, and all the circumſtances which 
had occaſioned her being the object of 
the ſurveyor's liberality, and the ad- 
miration of the nobles, without her 
ever having pretended to be the elec- 
toral prince. Not a letter of her ac- 
count could be difproved, and even 
Gunther himſelf acquieſced in the 


truth of all ſhe had depoſed ; the king 
However, ſuſpecting this errantry to 


have been the conſequence of ſome a- 


mours at home, had prince Petty ſearch- 


ed by midwives, who unanimouſly de- 
clared her to be a pure virgin. 


Hereupon, the King himſelf pro- 
nounced this ſentence; that prince Bet- 


ty, as a due puniſhment of the ſur- 


veyor, ſhould keep every thing that he 


had given her, and as it were forced on 
her ; but, that ſhe ſhould be confined, 


during 


N 


1 
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during life, in Waldheim bridewell, tho” 
not put to any labour; and, that Gun- 
ther ſhould allow her a rix dollar per 
diem, as long as ſhe lived. 


This has been fulfilled in every ar- 


ticle : as for prince Betty, ſeveral of my 


acquaintance have ſeen her atWaldheim, 


and talked with her; ſhe had her own 
clean room in the houfe, boarded with 
'the keeper, and generally wore a gen- 
teel kind of amazon habit; ſhe was ever 


ſprightly, merry, and faying, her life 


was a heaven, to that ſhe led at home, 
under her moroſe father, and flaving 


like a common hireling: however, 3 
fancy that his majeſty's ſentence occa- 
fioned many reflections, but the ſheet 
1s full, and ſcarce leaves me room to 
aſſure you of the eternal iriendſhip with 5 


which 1 am, | 


SIR, Ec. 
, Auguſt 2, 1760 


1 


E 162 } 


LL n . 


Am favoured with your's of the firſt 
inſtant, in which you lay your 


commands on me to go on with Count 
Bruhl's life; and, in this you are fo pe- 
remptory, that I may keep my medita- 
tions on the occurrences of the world to 
myſelf, till J have put the finiſhing 
hand to that narrative; you urge, that, 


as I profeſs only to write to pleaſe you, 
there reſides an indiſputable right in 


to . what I ſhall Write. 


With ſubmiſſion, not ſo indiſputable, 
ſome weighty objections lay again it: 


by a parity of reaſon, the men have an 


indiſputable right of regulating the 
modes of the fair ſex ; for that they drefs 


only to pleaſe us, is manifeſt; moſt 


heartily do I wiſh you could make this 
argument prevail every where, I would 
Collect 


a Tad 1 
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which diſguiſe ſo many charming faces, 
and certainly were the ſpiteful invention 
of ſome homely piece envious of beauty, 
ſhould be ſentenced to die, that is, to 
be looked on as old faſhioned. 


However, you have another, more 


mdiſputable right of dictating what I 
hall write, I mean our long and ſincere 


friendſhip ; and to ſhew you the readi- 
neſs of my obedience, I'll buckle to- 
without any farther cavil or preamble. 


1 have brought my delineation of 
count Bruhl, to the acceſſion of his pre- 


ſent majeſty to the crown of Poland,; 


J have ſhewn you by what means he 


kept his footing under the preſent go- 


vernment, his intereſt not having ſuf- 


fered the leaſt diminution, or rather 
by the artful exchange he made of his 
employment with the then ſupreme 


favourite, he acquired. a. greater in- 


F 1 fluence: 


collect all the votes of the men in this 
country, that thoſe ridiculous carcaſſes 
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ffuence on affairs; they who had but 
'a ſtiperficial knowlege of the court, 
immagined that count Sulkowſky, and 
count Bruhl, had agreed to ſhare the 
king's favour; but with them who knew 
the inſide of the court, it was no ſecret, 
that the ſcale of the king's favour very 
much preponderated towards Sulkow- 
ky. 


This was moſt evidently ſeen in the 
diſpoſal of all confiderable employ- 
ments; if, on a vacancy, count Sub 
kowſky gave his promiſe, it might be 
depended on as done; whereas count 


 Bruhl, after affuring his very beſt 0 
friends of ſome poſts, that fell vacant, 
often was obliged to excuſe himſelf to 


them. 

Not a month before the fall of count 
Sulkowſky, Bruhl was thoroughly ſen- 
fble that he had the upper hand of 


that 


him in the king's favour; for, about 


W _ Y 


[ 165 ] 
that time, a handſome poſt in the king's 


gardens falling, count Bruhl had pro- 


miſed it to count B 
that Mr. M 
well with count Sulkowſky, put in for 


„but hearing 


it, he ſent for Mr. .—, and told 


him, that he knew he would get the 
poſt by count Sulkowſky's recommenda- 
tion; but, that he deſired he would 
truſt to his generoſity, and drop his 
ſolicitations for the place; that, not 


knowing any thing, of his intentions, he 
had promiſed it to count B 
otherwiſe, he had ſuch an eſteem for 
him, that no perſon living ſhould have 
got a promiſe from him to his preju- 
judice; but, if he would be fo kind as 
to give him an opportunity of fulfilling 


his promiſe, he might reſt aſſured, that 


he would take care he ſhould be no 
loſer, and ſoon return it by ſomething 


much better, 


„„ Mir. 


, who ftood very 
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Mr. made no difficulty of 


complying, but count Sulkowſky did 


not much reliſh ſuch an obſequiouſneſs 
to count Bruhl; on count Sulkowſky's 
fall, which as I ſaid followed within a 
month, Mr. ſaid to one of his 
intimates, that now he hugged himſelf 
for having yielded to count Bruhl's plea- 
fure ; ſo you may, anſwer'd his friend, 
when count Bruhl has given you proofs 
that he has that generofity on which he 


defired you to depend ; but this never 


was the caſe; for count Bruhl after keep- 
ing Mr, -— 


2 


title. 


I it be certain that count Sulkowſky 


ad a greater ſway over the king than 
count Bruhl, it would have been no dif. 


ficult matter for him, had he been ſo in- 
elined, to have given count Bruhl a foil; 
and that he did not, thews an uncommon 
generoſity in count Sulkowſky, eſpeci- 


ally as he ſoon Perceived that count 
Bruhl 


in a long attendance 
turned um adrift only with 2 barren 


L re] 
Bruhl was very far from the attachment 
he had vowed to him, openly traverſ- 

ing him in many occurrences, be- 
fides his ſecret machinations to under- 
mine him, which were not unknown to- 
count Sulkowſky ; but, conceiving his 
predominance in the king's, heart to be 
immoveable, he ſuffered. count Bruhl! 
quietly to hold all his e N 


Some days indeed before his fall, 
count Sulkowſky mov'd the king to diſ- 
miſs count Bruhl from his: ſervice, as 
a perſon offenſive to all good ſubjects ; 
this is no more than was well known to 
all acquainted with the ſecret tranſacti- 
ons of the court at that time ; but if 
countSulkowſky did ſo, it was not till he 
had the moſt unqueſtionable informations. 
that count Bruhl was working his ruin. 


Here, Sir, I conclude you are for 
knowing by what expedients count 
Bruhl . Iwould notſay, elbow'd count Sul- 
kowſky out of the king's fayour, for that 
F Fay 1 be- 
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I believe he never loſt, but deprived him 
of his poſts; the mines which count 
Bruhl ſprung on this occaſion are theſe. 


His Poliſh majeſty, has the beſt heart 
an the world ; ſuch a heart as provi- 
dence, were it not for the puniſhment 
of nations and other wiſe ends, would 
never have placed on a throne ; hearts 
of this caſt being always -abuſed, to the 
miſery of a people, by corrupt and fla- 
gitious men who are continually obſed- 
ing the ſovereign; from this very good- 
neſs of heart it is. that his Polith ma- 


jeſty, beſides. an unlmited confidence in 
his two chief miniſters, is filled with the 


moſt implicit devotedneſs to his confort 
the queen; a devotedneſs, which wo- 
men of underſtanding eaſily ſecure, 
- when they have a fond huſband to work 
on. 


It was one of count Bruhl's chief 
artifices to have his ſecret ſpies about 
_ the King and queen, and even about 
cant 
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count Sulkowſky; theſe watched eve - 

ry minute "circumſtance, and made 
particular reports, that her majeſty was 
not thoroughly pleaſed with count Sul- 
kowſky, as on ſome occations, this mi- 
niſter gave it for his opinion that a com- 
pliance with the queew's pleaſure would 
be of ill conſequence. Count Bruhl was 
too vigilant not to ſee, that this diſ- 
pleaſure of the queen againſt count Sul- 
kowiky, however now only light and 
deſultory, might, by the agency of a 
dexterous inſtrument, become an op- 
portunity of overthrowing his benefac- 
tor. 


His firſt ſtep was previouſly to in- 
creaſe the queen's indignation againft 
count Sulkowſky; when he knew that 
the count was unavoidably obliged to 
-take one particular meafure, he had his 
engines for inftilling oppoſite ideas in- 
to the queen, and working her up to 
a vehement reſolution of carrying her 
point. 


And 
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And here my friend I could ſpecify 


to you ſome very artful practices of 
ſuch finefle as might be reckon'd maſter- 
pieces of court craft, only they would 


| detain me too long from the main na- 


rative, but when that is gone through, 
remind me of theſe artifices and you 
ſhall have them in a proper light, 


At the ſame time he entered into, an 
intimacy with the queen's confeſſor, fa- 
ther Guarini, who had an abſolute 
power over the queen's mind. The bait 
for catching a jeſuit; count Bruhl well 


knew was the power of the order and tlie 


extenſion of the Roman Catholic religi- 


on ; he accordingly repreſented to fa- 


ther Guarini, that by making uſe of his 
power over the queens mind to ſupplant 


count Sulkowſky, the inſolent oppoſer 
of her ſchemes being removed, his om- 


nipotency with the queen would in ef- 
fect put into his hands the controul of 


of all affairs both in Poland and Saxony; 


at the ſame time, he promiſed, that not 


only 


Ein 
only he himſelf would turn papiſt, but 
by all means poſſible he would promote 


the catholic intereſt in Saxony, as far 


as it could be done confiftent with the 
tranquillity of the empire. 


In theſe clandeſtine negotiations was 
the fall of count Sulkowſky reſolved on, 
and the queen ſet about alienating her 
conſort from his favourite. It is a miſ- 
take to think that the jeſuits are in a 
perfect agreement among themſelves, 
being men like ourſelves, the very ſame 
hatred, envy, and every malignant paſ- 


ſion prevail among them; and what- 


ever unity may appear, when the 


intereſt of their ſociety is to be ſupport- 


ed againſt a foreign enemy, this is not 


owing to their poſtponing private views 


and paſſions to the good of the ſociety, 
but the real cauſe is the deſpotic govern- 
ment under which they are; as a ſingle 


letter from the general can at once de- 


ſtroy the whole fortune of any ſingle je- 
{ut ; thus through fear they are oblig- 
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ed apparently to let the advantages of 


their order take the lead of their pri- 8 
vate paſſions. 11 
Accordingly, count Sulkowſky has th 
been known to tell ſeveral of his friends, th 
that another jeſuit, namely, the kings 3 
father confeſſor continually adviſed him wh 
of what was carrying on againſt him; Wt 
and he now ſaw the weakneſs of giving Jc 
credit to count Bruhl's proteſtations; ” 
and, eager to repair his error he left no 4 
ſtone unturned for getting count Brubl 1 
removed from court; but it was now 7 
too late, and of theſe very endeavours f 
the qucen made a handle to irritate her - 
conſort againſt him, and ſo peremptory ; 
were her remonſtrances that the king | 
ſound himſelf obliged to diſmiſs count | 
Sulkowſky; and he was ſtript of all his 7 
employments except the generalthip. | 
However, it appeared on ſeveral I 
occaſions afterwards that the king was 1 


rather deprived of count Sulkowſky, 
thau 


my 
than the latter had loſt the royal favour; 
good tempers, againſt their own incli- 
nations, and views, are often ſeen, for 
the fake of peace and quietneſs, to ſuffer 
themſelves to be led to any thing; and 
to this was owing the diſgrace of count 
Sulkowſky. It muft be own'd that the 
removal of this miniſter cauſed ſome 
Joy all over Saxony „but that theſe ex- 
-ultations were premature, the ſubſe- 
quent times muſt have ſafficiently con- 
vinced the giddy Saxons; it is the uni- 
verſal fate of favourites to be hated by 
the people, at leaſt, in all my travels, I 
have not met with one exception ; 3 and 
this hatred extends ſo far that even they 
who have partook of his favours or feel 
the ſweets of being employed as his in- 
ſtruments, execrate him in their hearts. 


Another objection moſt popular, I 
don't ſay well grounded, againſt count. 
Sulkowſky, was his not being a Saxon. 


Count Sulkouſky, indeed, cannot be 
| | ac- 
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accuſed of any neglect of himſelf, hav- 
ing, in the ſhort courſe of his miniſtry, 


which was not quite two years, put 


leaſt, two millions in his pocket; yet 
P yet, 


compared with count Bruhl, he muſt 


appear a miniſter of great probity and 


diſintereſtedneſs; beſides, in him there 


appeared a manifeſt poſſibility of his 


raifing ſuch a large fortune, without 
fleecing the country; the annual a- 


mount of all his employ ments being 


little ſhort of one hundred thouſand. 


dollars, and he living at the rate only 


of ak a 


In the year 1736, J was ſeveral times 
at his houſe, and all his ſervants, of 
both ſexes, did not exceed ten, and, of 
theſe, only four in livery ; if to theſe 


_ vaſt ſavings be added, the preſents for 
the various poſts and ſtaroſties, which 
became vacant, from time to time ; for, 


if the king of Poland is ſworn not to 
accept of any preſents on that account, 


his miniſters take no ſuch oath ; it 1s 


plain 


WI 


{© 
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plain that Saxony contributed: very lit- 
tle to count Sulkowſky's wealth; but, 
count Bruhl would make a wretched | 
figure, were he thus to diſcloſe the 


ſources which furniſh means for ſuch 


enormous diſſipations, and, at the ſame 
time, ſuch immenſe accumulations. 


The fall of count Sulkowſky drew 
after it the deplorable end of colonel 
Schmiſkal ; for the favourites of princes 
are never without their favourites, 
and fuch was Mr, Schimſkal of count 
Sulkowſky ; while he was a gentleman 
of the bed-chamber, and captain, Mr. 
Schmiſkal was lieutenant of his com- 
_ pany, and extremely countenanced by 
his captain; in conſequence of which, 
as count Sulkowſky, with unexampled 
celerity, roſe from captain to general 
of the foot; he took care that Mr. 
Schmiſkal's fortune ſhould keep pace 
with his, that, from a Lieutenant, he 
ſoon ſaw himſelf a colonel. 


On 
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On count Sulkowſky's being removed 


from court, count Bruhl procured a 
| | 1 | ap 3 ve. 
warrant from the King to put this colo- 8. 
nel under an arreſt; and, he being = 
EY SY ny fre 
probably of a melancholy temper, and | 
3 3 of 
giving over himſelf and his patron for 5 
loft, funk into deſpair, and ſhot him- 5 
: 3 in 
ſelf. Mr. Schmiſkal alſo, was not free 0 
from the amor ſceleratus habendi; for, 
| 3 | Gs 3 mw 
when a lieutenant, he was not worth a . 
ducat, and, by his powerful recom- ' : 
mendations to count Sulkowſky, at the 
time of his ſuicide, was maſter of above 1 
go, ooo dollars; and in ſome other ar- F 
ticles he cannot be exculpated ; but, it " 
was with a very ill grace that count Bruhl 3 
VE OO, - 
could bear ſo very hard on ſuch fail- 
I | 5 © */7 15 8 II 
ures, when all poor Schmiſkal's guilt, 
3 * . | 1 -*41. 6 fl 
collectively, was but a mole hill, in | 
{compariſon of what had been commit- : 
. 0 o 4 | i I( 
ed by himſelf, his private ſecretaries, and 
favourites, | I 
. 2 
Perhaps count Bruhl's behaviour, in | 
Y 


ſevcral particulars here related, will ap- 
pear 
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pear to have been far from praiſe wor- 
thy: 1 am intirely of your mind; ſe- 
veral perſonal affronts were put on count 
Sulkowſky, and ſuch infolence was ſo far 


from being chaſtiſed, that it was matter 


of laughter to count Þruhl. Among 7 
other "nfl, one of the King's for eſters 
in Lufatia, thinking, thereby to curry 
favour with count Eruhl, ſhot a pretty 


favourite dog of count Sulkowlky, * 


it was running by his coach. 


Thus it was that count Brubl diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed his rival of the King's favour; 
and removed the grand obſtacle 


to his engroſſing the arbitrary rule 
over Saxony and Poland. It now re— 


mained to fulfil the articles, in con- 
ſideration of which, father Guarini had 
performed this meritorious good office 
for him, as otherwiſe he might well ex- 
pect the ſame fate as count Sulkowſky; 


accordingly he changed his religion, 


and became a RomanCatholic, tho' this 


was to be Kept pri ivate; as by the re- 
ligious 


118] 
Vgious capitulation of Frederic Auguf. 
tus, he had now forfeited all his em- 
ployments ; for, though this was no 
ſecret among the chief courtiers, yet, 
in public, this new convert, always 
made fhew of being a Lutheran, and, 


in all ſolemnities, never joined in the 


ceremonies of popery. 


But, at preſent, all the world is 
welcome to know of this apoſtacy ; 


his family goes openly to maſs; and, 


at Warſaw, he is a thorough catholic, 


as, otherwiſe, he could not hold his 
poſts and ſtaroſties in Poland; as to the 
States of Saxony, he 1s ſecure of them, 


that they will never have the reſolu- 


tion to ſtand up for the religious capi- 


tulation, and inſiſt on his reſigning 
thoſe employments which arc connect- 


ed with the electorate. 


He alſo found there was no cluding 
the other preliminary ftipulated with 
Guarini, which was to allow him a ſhare 


in 


K 
in the adminiſtration; accordingly, not 
a day paſſed, but count Bruhl and the 
Jeſuit had a tete a tete. Punctually at four 
o'clock in the afternoon ; this rekgious 
never failed going to count Bruhl, on 
which the gates were ſhut, whilſt this 
junto decided the welfare of Saxony 
and Poland, and the fate of two millions 
of Proteſtants. This privy council, ag 
it might well be called, laſted till between 
fix and ſeven, when the gates were again 
opened: Theſe böypkertett deliberations 
muſt have been of an extreme importance 
and urgency, not ſuffering the intermiſ- | 
fion of a ſingle day, not even tho' the 

court was at Leipſick fair; but as the 
Jeſuits never appear there in their eccle- 
fiaſtical habit, facher Guarini generally 
wore light grey trim'd with black, and 
a bob wig without a foretop ; and, in 
this carb, I have ſeen himg oing to, 
and coming from his brother 1 in aq 
ty a hundred times, 


But 


- a —- 
B bd —_— \ = \ * 
- Tem \ - ry 2944 =y oy wu 
— a+ A — 5 * = 
— - 
2 


l "hr —— 
A 5 - ET 


— — I — 


— rn - og ad - 
— —⅛— — 75 — — = Foe. > 3 
« = 


[120 ] 
The queen, I ſuppoſe, was brouglit to 
believe, that ſhe had the deciſive vote 
in this council, and that her will was the 


rule of their proceedings ; and, if this 


kind of goverment had been to her lik- 


ing, ſhe would have rivetted count Bruhl - 


more and more in her huſband's favour. 
This doubtleſs was count Bruhl's chief 
ſcope. Soon at {ter the death of father Gua- 


rini, who, miniſter- like, making the moſt 


his employments, leſt vaſt ſums behind 
him: I had occaſion to make a ſecond 


journey to Dreſden, where two cour- 
tiers of the firſt magnitude aſſured me, 


that the count, by his irreſiſtible ad- 
dreſs, had worm'd her majeſty out of all 
thare of the government, and that it muſt 


be ſome trivial concern where her voice 


was attended to, yet has ſhe neverſhewn 


one mark of reſentment againſt the 


count. By what ſorcery the miniſter 


could bring theſe reyolutions to pals, is 


utterly unknown. 


_ Laſtly, 


ſu 


Ein 

 Laflly, it was very eaſy for the queen 
to ſee that count Bruhl meant nothing 
but ingratitude, making uſe of her in- 
tereſt and authority only for his own 
ends. An acquaintance of mine, in the 
court of Saxony, affirmed to me, ſo long 


as cight months ago, that her majeſty, 
in the laſt years of her life, had made 
ſeveral attempts to overthrow count 
Bruhl, and puniſh his ungrateful dupli- 
city; but all her projects and endeavours 
proved abortive; ſuch a prevalence had 
this miniſter obtained over his ſove- 
reign's heart, as to counterballance the 
ſway of a ſtrong conjugal affection. 


Huy theſe ſteps count Bruhl roſe to his 


. 
: predominancy in the royal favour, and 
l ever ſince, which is now the ſpace of 
3 near 20 years, all Saxony has been at 
5 his beck; he appears to have looked 
16 on this groaning country as an eſtate, 
as his property, as if created only to 
ſupply his profaneneſs and avarice. 
1. 
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A glaring evidence that he makes uſe 


of Saxony only for theſe oppreſſive ends, 
and that it is he who is lord paramount 


there, leaving his maſter only an emp— 
ty title, is, that he has openly declared 


himſelf prime miniſter, and formally 
taken that appellation upon himſelf. 


With the leaſt gratitude to his Poliſh 
majeſty, or regard to the honour of his 
ſovereign, he would not have affected to 
take this ſtep in the eyes of the whole 
—_ 


I have in ſeveral countries ſeen mini- 


ſters of unbounded power, who engroſ- 


ed the hearts of their ſovereigns, and 


who in effect, were prime miniſters ; all 


affairs whatever being determined by 


their good pleaſure ; yet they were maſ- 
ters of ſo much diſcretion, and retained 
fo much regard for their fovercign's 
honour, that they avoided being pub- 
lickly declared prime miniſters, or al- 


ſuming the title. 
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In the judgment of this age, and ne- 
ver was the nature of government, the 
connection of affairs, and the duty of 
rulers better underſtood, a prince, who 
governs himſelf, has no need of a prime 
miniſter ; for a favourite to defire his ſo- 
vereign to declare him prime miniſter, 
is no leſs than to deſire him to make a 
public acknowledgment, that he him- 


{elf does not govern ; and whether the 


cauſe be indolence or want of capacity 


ſuch an acknowledgment docs him little 


honour with men of ſenſe. 


If cardinal Richlieu was publickly de- 
clar'd prime miniſter to Lewis XIII. this 
was at a time, when the world was not 
ſo generally acquainted with ſound po- 
litics as at preſent ; the cardinals Maza- 
rine and Fleury alfo filled that poſt un- 
der Lewis XIV. and XV. but this was in 
the minority of thoſe princes, or at leaſt 


when their unexperienced age required 


a prime miniſter ; and when thoſe two 
cardinals died, their reſpective ſove— 
82 5 1 
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reigns declared that they would name 


no other prime miniſters, but for the | 
future they themſelves would govern, 
and that a king who had a prime minifter 
would never be accounted to govern of him- 7 
fell. « 
| 7 
So little congruity is there between « 
the poſt of prime miniſter and the na- T 
ture and end of good government, it — 
favours ſo ſtrongly of Aſiatic deſpo— 7 
tiſm that one would think a man of o7 
ſenſe could hardly be prevailed on to 40 
accept of ſuch an odious appellation; it T 
ever gives offence to his fellow ſubjects; 7 
grand viziers * ſuiting only a deſpot'c 7 
prince and ſervile nation. 7 c 
1 5 
1 know I ſhall pleaſe you in remind- of 
Ing you of a paſlage on this head in tic « 
Spirit of Laws ; as 1 write for your en- 6 7 
tertainment I ſhall tranſcribe it, though "= 
1 
The original ſignification of this word is por- 5 


ter or carrier of burthens, 


po 


Is 


66 


cc 


cc 


cc. 


cc 
«c 
cc 


cc 


cc 


oy 


ce 


cc 


e 


CC 


cc 


cc 
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cc 


cc 
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poſſibly you may not ſabſcribe to the 
paſſage in all its amplitude, it is this, 


[ x25 1 


„From the nature of deſpotic go- 
vernment it follows, that it being, 


lodged in a fingle perſon, he alſo muſt 
delegate it to one perſon ; he to whom 


his five ſenſes are continually telling, 


that he is all and the others nothing, 


will naturally be indolent, ignorant, 
and voluptuous, of courſe will not. 
trouble himſelf with the burthen ot 


government; and if committed to 
ſeveral, there would be continual di- 


viſions among them, forming partics 
who ſhould be the chief ſlave; and 


this would lay the ſovereign under 


a neceſſity of reſuming the govern- 
ment into his own hands: Thus 1s it 


moſt natural to commit it to a vizier 


invefted with his own power; in theſe 
ſtates, one of the fundamental maxims 


is, that there be a vizier; and we are 


told by Sir John Char din, that there 
G ; 18 
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E 
is not an eaſtern prince who has not 
his vizier. 


5s It is related of a certain pope, that 
being conſcious of his want of talents, 


it was with extreme difficulty he was 


* brought to acquieſce in the election; 


&6 


6c 


Ec 


4E 


6 6 


6 C 


and the affairs of the government he 
intruſted to the management of his 


nephews; but not long after, he ſaid 


with great aſtoniſhment, well, I could 


never have imagined is was ſo eaſy a 
thing to be pope; this is the caſe of the 


eaſtern monarchs, when after being 


long kept in a confinement where 
their hearts and minds are vitiated by 


eunuche, and they ſometimes kept ig- 


norant of their rank, they are brought 
forth to fill the throne, they become 


overwhelmed with amazement; but 


aſter nominating a vizier and for 4 


while giving themſelves up to the 
moſt beaſtly paſſions ; theſe alſo could 
never have thought it was fo eaſy to 
be a ſultan.” 


Do 


A 


— —— 


E327 ] =. 

Do you think, that a ſtateſman, af- 
ter reading this paſſage, will be very 
fond of being declared prime miniſter? 
no, certainly his good ſenſe and regard 


for his maſter's honour, if he has any, 
will not allow him to think of it, and 
what can be thought of a miniſter in a 


a civilized nation, who has not caſt an 
eye into a book, of all others moſt ne- 
ceſſary to him; and the excellences of 


which will be admired whilſt ſenſe and 


virtue are of any eſteem in the world. 


There is nota circumſtance in which 


count Bruhl does not ſhew that he has 
much of the grand vizier in him; I can. 


hardly think that ever any one grand. 


vizier of the Ottoman empire has ſpent 
and amaſſed ſo uch; and if ſuch a one 


could be found, let it be conſidered that 
Saxony to thoſe vaſt dominions is little 
more than one to a hundred : In one of 
my ſucceeding letters I thall ſet forth 


count BruhPs adminiſtration with re- 
ward to Saxony, and as to the intrigues- 
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of the viziers in the ſeraglio for main- 


taining their power and keeping at a 
diſtance whatever might tend to give 


the ſultan an inſight into their manage- 
ment, I don't ſee how any vizier at Con- 


ſtantinople or Agra can have gone be- 


yond count Bruhl. 


You muſt know that in chuſing the 


officers who are about the king's perſon, 
he uſes the utmoſt circumſpection, theſe 
are poſis which he takes care none 
ſhall be admitted to, who are not to- 
tally devoted to his intereſt, and whom 


he has not tried; theſe in their ſeveral ſta- 
tions preclude any ſuſpicious perſon from 


hiavng acceſs to his majeſty, no perſon 


can ſo much as pay their proper reſpects 
to the king without acquainting the mi- 
Niſter of it and obtaining his conſent ; 
but to ſpeak to the king in private, that 


1s not to be thought of, the higheſt of- 


ficers civil or military in Saxony mult 


not expcct it, though theſe, to a man, 


are the miniſter's creatures. 


A 


di 
ſa] 
th 
to 


er 
A nobleman, a privy counſellor in a 
a foreign court, being once at Dreſden 
on a party of pleaſure, was ſor paying 
his reſpects to the king of Poland; altho' 
count Bruhl, aſter his uſual manner, 
aſſured the nobleman, with many com- 
pliments, that it would be very accep- 

table to his majeſty, yet he ſpent ſix weeks 
to no purpoſe, though he never miſſed 


being at court three or four times every 


week ; at laſt, being out of patience, he 
freely {aid to the lord of the bed-cham- 
ber, that he had not imagined there 
was any preſumption or impropriety in 


his defire of paying his reſpects to his 


majeſty, and as little could he think that 
the king fechuded himfelf from all hu- 
man ſocicty, or that they who he d 


were for keeping him inviſible in a Kind 
of forced confinement; withal, that he 
did not underſtand theſe frequent refu- 
ſals. This freedom proved ſo effectual, 


the honour of being about his majeſty 


that the very next day word was brought : 
to him, that the king would be glad to 
„ BI. lee 


1 
ſee him x but even here the above Mens 
tioned caution was uſed, the lord of the 
bed-chamber taking care to be within 
hearing all the time ; this I had from 
the nobleman's own mouth. 


But what is this to the circumſpection 


when his majeſty is going abroad, or tg 


chappel; left ſome ill intention'd 


ſon might accoſt his majeſty, or a m& 


morial ftriking at the miniſter be put 


into his hand, when his majeſty is on 


moving, the pages keep a ſharp look 


out; and if they ſee any one they don't 
like, he muſt immediately depart, or 
be tumbled down ſtairs by the guards; 
this I have ſeveral tunes been a witnels of. 


It- is the general wonder in foreign 


countries, that his Polith majeſty does 


not not fee into his miniſter's miſma- 
nagement, and the evils this man brings 


on the country, and conſequently What 


diſgraee on himſelf; but thoſe who are 
acquainted with the affairs of Saxony, 


th 


1 , 
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and count Bruhl's great precautions 


make no wonder of it. There is ſcarce 


a poſſibility that any-thing ſhould reach 


the king by which the miniſter ſhould 
be hurt; all who are near his perſon are 
the miniſter's creatures, who are conti- 
nually crying up to him the wiſdom, 
penetration, and probity of count Bruhl, 
his zeal for his majeſty's honour, and 
the happineſs of the country under his 
aqminiſtration; thus e how ſhould: 
the king open his eyes? But how de- 


teſtable is a miniſter, 3 for his own 
ſordid ends, but to che inexpreſſible de- 


triment ot the country, thus blindtolds 


his fovercign,and of his attendants makes 
o many ſpies and in formers. ! tuppoſe , 
it was pretty much in countBr ups Ways: 8 
that the Maires du Palais in France iat 


out and carried their arbitrarinets to 


ſuch a height, that they would not al- : 
low the king to- be ſeen by the people 


above once a year, and then 1n a Chariot 


drawn Dy OXEN.- 


Lam 
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I am much more inclined to pity ſo- 
vereigns than to cenſure them; the 
frauds for deceiving them are ſo finely 
ſpun, and ſo various in their texture, 
that to diſcern and counter-a& them re- 
quires a conſummate prudence. The 
only ſecurity that I know of againſt ſuch 
deceptions- is a perpetual miſtruſt ; a 
very uneaſy reſource, indeed, yet I can- 
not help thinking, that confidence and 
friendſhip are not the qualitics of a very 
wiſe ruler : As for the pleaſures which 
they loſe by this preventive, would not 
their condition be too happy if it were 
ſuſceptible of all the felicities of private 
life? Who was ever known to enjoy a 
compleat happineſs in this world? 


But, to the great misfortune of the 


ſubject, it is ſeldom or never that princes 
heve an opportunity of learningthis dif- 
fidence ; they to whom the education is 
committed generally teach them quite dif- 
ferent maxims, that they themſelves may 
5 hereafter make their advantage of their 
ſovereign' 


— — 2 „„ . 


© as 

ſovereign's confidence ; and ſuch is the 
depravity of man, that not ſeldom their 
underſtanding wants its due cultnre, 
purely that they may be more ductile 
and communicative. The caſe is the 
ſame here as with liberality ; a ſove- 
reignſhould not beofall things openhand- 
cd, as properly having nothing of hig 
oyn, being only the ſteward of his peo- 
ple; whereas liberality is one of the ve- 
ry firſt principles recommended to a 
young prince; and wherefore? But 
| becauſe thoſe about him expect that the 
prince's liberality will turn to good AC- 
count with them. 


Such are the arts by which count Bruhl 
continues to preſerve himſelf in the roy- 
al favour: indeed, I believe that very 
few attempts will be made to diſlodge 
him; for, as every one ſeems perſuad- 
ed that it is impotfible ; who will ven- 
ture, on an uncertainty, to ſacrifice his 
intereſt to the good of the public. If any 
attempts of this nature have been made, 
it 
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it is probable that the chief author of 
them was count Warckchenbarth, lord 
ſteward to the electoral prince; nobody 


is more diſpleaſed with count Bruhl's 
adminiſtration, nor leſs inclined to flat- 
ter the prime minitter, or court his fa- 
vour, than this nobleman ; who, be- 
fides his other eminent merits, is a per- 
fon of much more learning than is fcen 
among the great world. He makes no 
difficulty of openly declaring his diſ- 
content; even to me, the very firſt time 
E waited on him, he gave no obſcure in- 
timation what his thoughts were of the 
prime miniſter : perhaps it may be ow- 
ing to this unreſervedneſs, that he has 
not been able to effect any-thing ; From 
this motive he has ſeveral times been on 
the point of laying down all his employ- 
ments, and actually did, and left the 
court; but the great affection of the 
electoral prince for him, drew him 
thither again. Some perſons of rank 
would have perſuaded me, that the 
1 princeſs once eflay'd to open the 


King's. 
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king's eyes, with regard to count Bruhl's 
mal-adminiſtration ; but, a thouſand 

inſtances ſhew, that the ſucceſſor is very 
ſeldom able to do any conſiderable hurt 

to the favourite of the ſovereign on 

the throne, The plauſible paralogiſms 

which minifters have always at hand, 
for their apology, and eſpecially here, 
are ſuch as eaſily make a favourable 
impreſſion on indolent ſovereigns. 


— — 
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The time of this eflay is ſaid to have 
been ſoon after the marriage of the elec- 
toral prince; yet, I was aflured, above 
fix years ago, that there was a total 
change of tempers and circumſtances; 


. aero 


count Bruhl having ſo ingratiated him- 
ſelf at the court of the electoral princeis, 
that a demiſe would cauſe no alteration 
in his fortune. Thus count Bruhl 
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ſeems to poſſeſs, in the higheſt degree, Tl 
that magic, which the counteſs of An- | [ 
cre owned in a public court of judica- N | 7 
ture; ſaying, That the had governed | 
the queen. of France by magic, but, 1 
. i- | ö 


l 
it was that, by which ſuperior minds 
rule the weak. But, with regard to 
Bruhl, I think the compariton will run 
better, if we fay, that magic, by Which 
fraudulent minds ſeduce the well-mean- 
ing. | Ss 

It is now high time to conclude 
for the preſent, which I do, with the 
cuſtomary, yet, ſincere aſſurance, that 
"1am, 


Sir, ec. 
F, Auguſt 4, 1760. 
CET TE vv, 
STR; 


W Ithout any introductory compli- 


2 ments, I procecd in the narra- 
tive you defired. 


King Philip IV. of Spain, ſupinely 
gave himſelf up to be guided in all 
iz things 
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things by the duke of Leyma ; till, one 
day, fitting down at table, he found 


under his plate a note, with this inſcrip- 


tion, To Don Philip, once k.nr of Spain 
and the Indies ; at preſent in the ſervice of 
the Duke of Lerma. This poignant ad- 
dreſs made an impreſſion where the 
moſt ſolid and pathetic repreſentations 
had failed: and ſoon after fell the 
mighty duke of Lerma. | 


The writer of this note did not ex- 
preſs himſelf improperly, for, if we en- 
ter into the reallity of things, and do 
not take up with bare appellations, the 


miniſter, who arbitrarily governs the 


prince and his dominions, is, in effect, 


the real ſovereign and ruler; and, as for 
the king, he ſeems only a friend of this 


real Sovereign, who allows him to ſpend 
his income in indolence and pleaſure. 


That the miniſtrifſimus is the actual 


ruler, appears from the concurring teſ- 


timony of hiſtorians and political wri- 
e 
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ters; how often do we meet with theſe 
expreſſions? under the adminiſtration of 
cardinal Richlicu ; under the adminiſtra- 
tion of cerdinal Mazarine; accordingly, 
in this letter, I ſhall entertain my friend 
with the adminiftration of his excellency 
count Bruhl. 


When a king, commits the go- 
vernment to his miniſter, and thus, as it 
were, betakes himſelf to his reſt, the 


whole conſtitution of the government 


becomes altered. This regent-miniſter, 
for to ſuch an inverted ſtate of things, 
2 contradictory term is moſt adapted; 
this regent-miniſter, I ſay, takes upon 
him what no human ability is equal 
o: Aprince, of the moſt comprehen- 
ſive wiſdom, finds it a ſufficient em- 
ployment to maintain the connection of 


intereſts, and to enter only into a gene- 


ral view of all concerns, according to 
the proper duty of a ruler; but, the 
regent- -miniſter, beſides this vaſt bur- 


then, pr ctends alſo to diſcharg ge the ſe- 
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reral functions of miniſter, to pe enetrate 
into every circumſtance of occurrences, 
foreſee events, obviate difficulties, in 
every exigency ſtrike out ſuitable mea- 
ſures, and ſuperintend the execution 
of them, with numberleſs other ardu- 
ous points of government, 


Were ſuch a regent-miniſter the wiſeſt 
man living on the face of the earth, 
had he the underſtanding of an angel, 
and a foreſight of unmeaſureable com- 


paſs, yet, herein he takes upon himſelf 


a burthen too heavy for his ſhouluers ; 


now, it being the ſure ſign of A nar- 
row genius to undertake things beyond 


its ability; and, as true wiſdom is very 
ſeldom t to be met with-in thoſe who arc 
puſhing their fortunes at court, and 
ever buſtling in the purſuit of ſuch à 
difficult Nation, ſo the upſhot is always 
found to be, that the miniſter regent, 
after graſping at the ſole direction of 
all affairs, finds himſelf not able to ex- 


ecute half. 


And 
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And, what is the conſequence of this 
inſufficiency ? That he muſt delegate a 
part to his ſecretary, or ſome other un- 
der-ftrappers, who thus become the 
miniſters of the regent-miniſter; and, 


he being, in effect, the real ſovereign, 
ſo his ſecretary is the real miniſter of 
Rate, whilſt the other titular miniſters 


of the court, are mere cyphers, kept, 


as it w ere, for ſhow, no buſineſs of : any 


conſequence coming beſore them. 


This is the change which the govern- 


ment of every ſtate undergoes on ben 
creation of a regent minifter ; and, 

is evident how pernicious ſuch a "<a 
muſt be. Should we ſuppoſe the ſtate 


of the world to be ſo very deplorable, 


that every one, without exception, is 


for enriching himſelf as opportunities 


offer; and, that the titular miniſters 


are not leſs rapacious than the ſecreta- 


ries to the miniſiriſſi mus; yet, is it certain, 


that glory and reputation, are very 
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act for the good of their country, and 
diſdain any notorious bribery and cor- 
ruption. But, tg theſe motives the ſe- 
eretaries are utterly inſenſible; as 
every thing which they do or propoſe 
for the good of their country, is made 


A merit of to the miniſter, and placed 


to his accoun', they are intent only on 
ſpending and hoarding; and the. mmi/- 
 iriſimus being obliged, as we have 
ſhewn, to rely on them, the concerns 


(of the ſtate are in very bad hands. 


This, as it is no more than the na- 
tural conſequence of things, has been 
the cafe under count Bruhl's adminiſ- 
tration. Incapable of going through 
. ſuch a: variety. of buſineſs, ſome was 


to. be intr uſted to his ſecretaries, who. 


| are, in effect. miniſters of the regent- 
miniſter; that, in Saxony, ethos 
an inferior miniſter, or the chief com- 


miſſioner of a board, the preſent con- 


ſiſtorial preſident excepted, be Ones 


fr tend 


powerful incentives with miniſters, to 
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friend or foe, is of very little fignifi- 
cation; whereas the countenance or 
oppoſition of count Bruhl's ſecretaries, 
turns the ſcale ; on them depend grants 


or denials. However unjuſt or difficnlt 


a caſe may be, yet, he who, with a 


brace of hundred ducats, has opened to 


| himſelf one of theſe channels, may be 
aſſured of carrying every thing before 
him. 


All this tribe conſider, is their own in- 
tereſt, and of this I am going to give 


you a ſingular inſtance; the magiſtracy 


of all dyct towns in Saxony have a right 
ol filling up any vacancy in the colleges, 
by a majority of votes in a free election; 
this right is one of the moſt effential 

priviledges of the Saxon towns, and at 
the commencement of a new regency it 
receives the moſt ſolemn confirmation; 


Yet would I venture on a confidera- 
ble wager, that there is not a ſingle cor- 

poration in all Saxony which has not 
HE their 
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their burgo-maſters and other members 
of their magiſtracy obtruded on them, 
by recommendations and ſometimes by 
direct injunctions from the court; andon 
enquiry by what means theſe obtruded 
members came to be ſo favoured by the 
court, there is always found at the but- 
tom ſome ſecretary or inferior tool of 
the minifriſſimus ; this you will ſay muſt 
bring plenty of griſt to the ſecretary's 
mill; I could name you eight or ten of 
count Druhl's miniſters and favourites 
who have ſcraped together ſome half, 
ſome a whole tun of gold, and ſome 
even more. There was Hennick, pri- 
vate ſecretary to count Bruhl, or rather 
prime miniſter to the regent miniſter, 
purchaſed an eſtate of fifty thouſand 
dollars in Upper Luſatia, and laid out as 
much in a houſe and. ſuch rich furni- 
ture, as, though a count was above his 
rank; befides a vaſt quantity of ſpecie, 
as he himſelf had the weakneſs to boaſt. 


1 don't 
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Don't imagine theſe tobe fruits of par- 
fimony; for, in profuſion he egregiouſly 


aped his maſter, he had fonr footmen in 


gold laced liveries, and in all manner of 


expences, eclipſed many counts of anticnt 


CY 


families. 


The cream of the jeſt was that once 
this petty prime minifter and his maſ- 
ter had a falling out, but whether his 
high and noble excellency the grand 
prime miniſter firſt became diſpleaſed 
with his private ſecretary, or whether 
this petty prime miniſter firſt grew out 


of humour with his ſovereign is not pub- 


lickly known, but this much is certain, 
thet the ſecretary carried it ſomething 
too cavalierly towards his maſter, 


On this rupture the miniſter re- 


vent ſent him word that he might 
look out for any employment in 
the country that he would; to which 
he anſwered, that it behoved the 


count to give him an employment, and 


— 


that 


1 
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that he himſelf would ſee whether it 
ſuited him; at leaſt count Hennick has 
boaſted in a houſe where I am very in- 
timate, that he ſent ſuch an anſwer, 
withal giving the company to under- 
ſtand, that if he was ill uſed he could 
blab; the grounds of his petulance would 
have been no myſtery, if ke — not faid 
2 word about. it. a 


ſeveral years, diſcharged the functions 


of private ſecretary, muſt have ſhewn 
more diſcretion, the regent miniſter 
having married him to his brother's 


daughter, and raiſed him to the dig- 


nity & conſiſtorial preſident. How- 
ever, theſe metamorphoſes are always 
ſymptoms of a diſtempered ſtate ; they 
are the characteriſtics of an irregular 
and deſpotic government. If Mr. 


Globig was before a judge and coun- 
fellor of ſtate, it was, at the ſame time, 
known to the world, that, in effect, 


with regard to actual buſineſs, he was 
. . no 


Mr. Globig, who, afterwards, for 
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no more than a ſecretary to count 


Bruhl. 


Amazing as ſuch promotions are, 
they are fo frequent, that the enume- 


ration of them all, would, alone, fill 


this ſheet. His excellency's running- 
footman was appointed ſecretary to the 


ordnance at Dreſden, an employment 


of fifteen hnndred dollars per annum, 


in order to make this fellow, in ſome 


reſpects, a match for the daughter of 
the chief ſurveyor of the mills, one of 
the greateſt fortunes in that city. A 


clerk of the kitchen, fell into diſgrace 
from the pique of an under ſecretary, 


and, beſides, had been but a ſhort time 
in the family, the count diſmiſſed him; 
and, as a puniſhment of his miſbchavi- 


our, made him only general inſpector 
of the exciſe at Dreſden, as in compa- 
riſon of the proviſion made for other 
officers of the houſhold, this poſt was, 
indeed, a puniſhment; the produce of it 


being only 6 or 8 hundred dollars a year. 
1 


W 8 8 


* 
It is a ſtanding maxim with his ex- 


cellency to ſettle ſome lucrative employ- 


ment on every officer before he parts 
with him; à common lacquey, after 
wearing his livery ſome years, is en- 
titled to aſk an emolumentous of- 
fice; and the number of the count's do- 
meſtics, in or out of livery, is ſuch, 
that the beft employments in the coun- 
try are filled from that ſeminary of place- 
men; whilſt the inferior poſts are the 
portion of the domeſtics of his excel- 
lency's brothers, and the loweſt are diſ- 
tributed among the ſervants of other 


relations, and creatures of this mono- 
polizing family. 


From this, and the whole tenour of 
this miniſter's conduct, one would think 
him almoſt paſſeſſed with a notion, that 


the ſtate of Saxony reſted intirely on 


his family; and that all the lands and 
revenues were intended only for the 
aggrandizement of his relations and do- 
meſtics: Had he not been infatuated with 
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ſuch ideas, ſome proper reflections muſt 
have intervened ; he would have ſhewn 
ſome regard for the eſteem of the 
world; whereas all his actions ſhew, 


as clear as the ſun at noon-day, that 


the opinion of mankind has never given 
him the leaſt concern. 


Count Bruhl's ſervice, you muſt 
think, is of courſe very much courted ; 


and, I can aſſure you, that there is not 


ſo much ſolicitation for a ſervice in 


the royal family; it has not been 
known, that a man who could get the 
| Kivg's or the count's livery, ever pre- 


ferred the former. In the king's livery, 
when age comes on, all that can be ex- 
pected, is a penſion of half the wages; 


whereas, he who once gets within the 
count's livery, may ſafely promiſe him- 
ſelf ſome comfortable employment, tho? 


it ſhould not be his good fortune to be 


particularly liked by his lord or lady ; 


and, if there is an inſtance or two of a 
domeſtic being caſhierd without any. 
ESE pro- 
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the cellar: with all the train of various 
denominations found in themoſt ſplen- 
did court; in the kitchen are head 
cooks, 12 inferior, with ſcullions to the 
number of about 30; to the cellar and 
confectionary belong very near a much 
like number; and as for the ſervants in 
livery they exceed a hundred. 


If count Bruhl has no gentlemen of: 
the bedchamber, yet is he not without 
a particular claſs of officers of ſtate, all 
gentlemen by birth, who lead her lady- 
ſhip and perform other honours of the 
houſe; theſe have handſome ſalarics, and. 
are better provided for than the gentle- 
men of the bed- chamber, either to the 
prince or king. 


Now after. a moderate computation 
of this exorbitant ſplendor, and taking 
into account the vaſt richneſs of the 
furniture of his ſeveral houſes; whicls 
exceeds all imagination; together with. 
His. overgrown library, his muſeum; 

and: 


6 8 


and gallery of paintings; be pleaſed 
to weigh whether all this can poſſibly be 
defrayed with a million a year. I am 


ſure I would not contract to ſupply the 


miniſter's expence for that ſum; yet, 
amidſt all ſuch prodigious diſſipations, 
to heap up as prodigious a ſtock of 


wealth; this is an art, which, ſince courts 
have exiſted, no man was ever known 
to be poſſeſſed of; and which for the ho- 


nour of human nature, it is hoped will 
die with his excellency. 


At the time when I ſaw with my own 
eyes, and not without concern, this op- 
preſſive diffipation, the imminent fai- 
lure of the exchequer was but too well 
known to count Bruhl; for, before I 


eit Dreſden, the whole affair broke out; 


yet, will you believe it, though by the 
diſcontinuance of paying the intereſts 


of the government's ſecurities, multi- 


tudes of worthy perſons, widows, and 
orphans, whoſe whole fortunes were in 


thoſe funds, became reduced to the moſt 


de- 
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deplorable indigence and diſtreſs; not 
the leaſt dimunition was ſeen in the 
count's oſtentation. 5 


What is ſtill more, and not to be 
thought of without indignation, in or- 
der to ſupport ſuch unreaſonable mag- 
nificence, and in ſome meaſure patch 


up the credit of the ſteuer, all the courts 


of judicature in Saxony were ordered to 
remit to the ſteuer treaſury what monies. 


had been depoſited there, and accept of 
bills in lieu: thus monies advanced on 


the public faith and credit, the ſubſtance 
of orphans and minors, which all good 
governments hold inviolable, was made 


a ſpoil of; theſe ſteuer bills ſoon loſing 


all their little value. It was talk'd that a 


like order had been ſent to all churches 


and charitable foundations, to deliver 
up their capitals, and even the very al- 
tars would not be ſpared; but, if any 


ſuch thing was really intended, I ant 


inclined to think it was never carried 
into execution; the church having ever 
e heen 
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been found an edged tool. Really I 
* ſhudder to think that there ſhould be 
fuch a miſcreani exiſting, who had ra- 
ther caſt his fellow creatures, of the ſame 
nature with himſelf, into the moſt de- 
plorable wretchedneſs, and as it were, 
wrench the bread out of their mouths, 
than curtail his monſtrous luxury; this 


is a tyranny. and inbumanity not to be 
exceeded. 


I make no doubt but my friend has. 

read the pamphlet which came out ſome. 
i Years ago, in vindication of Saxony and 
count Bruhl, under the title of Ephraim. 
F - 7juSifed; it affects in a turgid Rile, not. 
without art to prove the ridiculous po- 
ſition that the prodigality of the court,. 
and conſequently that of count Bruhl, is 
advantagcous to Saxony; as encoura- 
ging trade, imploying artificers, and 
caufing circulation. of money. 


If there be any truth in this aſſertion, 
it is on this ſuppoſition, that all the ſub- 3 
jects are at their caſe, and taxes very 1 
mo» 
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moderate; for he muſt have ſtrange ide- 
as of the welfare of nations, to maintain 
that the prodigality of the court pro- 
motes trade, when, at the ſame time, 


the taxes are ſo high that half the ſub- 
jeéts are ſtarving; artificers fly the 


country, and trade g le ſhut up ſhop. 
But allowing this poſition tobe true in- 
its moſt extenfive ſeme, yet, certainly: 
the traders in Saxony are little beholden- 


to count Bruhl's diſſipations; his ſhoes 


come from Paris, 100. pair at onee, and: 


his wiggs by dozens ; and even his tarts 


uſed to be ſent poſt from the ſame city, 


that mother of the alominations of the 
earth. Dreſden and Leipſic make yery 


| good chocolate, but that for his exccl- 


lJency muſt come from Rome or Vienna; 
in ſhort, I ſcarce ſaw any thing in his. 
houſe which was either the product or 


manufacture of Saxony. 


It will perhaps be ſaid, that amidſt 


ſuch various expenditures, many things 


there muſt be, which cannot be had from, 


— — — — — 0. 
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foreign countries; be it fo, but count 


Bruhl's cuſtom is ſo managed, that the 


artificers and tradeing part of Saxony 
are never the better for it. 


Tradeſmen and artificers muſt ſtay 
ſome years pefore they preſume to bring 


in their bills; and they ſhould not ex- 


pect to be cleared immediately; but I 
have ſeen them by dozens in the fartheſt 
anti-chamber, and ſome ſo obſtreperous 
in theirmurmurings, that they have been 
made to take themſelves away; and, if 
after two or three years attendance they 
have their money, they muſt come 
down to the ſecretaries and other officers 


of the houſhold; after which, where are 
their profits? 'Thus you ſee what migh- 


ty benefits accrue to the trades people 


in Saxony ſrom count Bruhl's profuſi- 


on. I could ſay a great deal more on 
count Bruhl's adminiſtration and mea- 
ſures, but you muſt give me leave to 


conclude ; an unuſual drowſineſs over- 


comes: 


ou ww an 


„er eee ee eee 


. 
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comes me this evening, as you will ſee 
by the irregularity of the five proceed- 
ing lines; fo bon repos; from 

/ | SIR, Se. | 


%% T 
SIP, ---- 

eee I ſhalt have a viſitor. 
countB; — takes this diſtrict in his 
way to ; I had no ſooner notice 
of it, than I ſont him a letter of invi- 
tation to ſpend a couple of days with 
me; though there never was any great 
intimacy between us, he has been fo 
kind as to comply with my defire, and, 
is to be here to-morrow, which will 
be ſome ſhort relief in my ſolitude; 
on this account it is that tho' this letter 
Soes not away till after to-morrow, I 
write it to-day. 
The 
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The ſubject of it will be count Bruhl's 


economy, with regard to the revenues 


and finances of Saxony ; and here, me- 
thinks, I ſee my friend ſmile, as this, 


indeed, is the moſt droll part of the 


miniſter-regent's conduct; and if fo 
many creditable people, fo many wi- 


dows and orphans had not ſuffered. 


by his financial meaſures, they would 
afford ample matter for laughter. 


Such a ſquanderef at the head of a 
_ treaſury | Yet, this was count Bruhl's 
poſt before he came to be declared 
primier miniſire; really, that was one of 
the moſt diverting fights that could be; 
it / was juſt like making a liquoriſh boy 
| keeper of a conſectionary, or appoint- 
ing the moſt abandoned proftitute an 
abbeſs to keep the nuns. cloſe to a life 
of auſterity and devotion. 


If we conſider the nature of the ſeve- 
ral governments in the world, a humane 
heart muſt be tenderly concerned at 


P”Mw HW ww ww co a FS. - matt: 
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the fate of whole nations, whoſe wel- 


fare is ſo wantonly ſported with. The 


ambitious, by the moſt baſe, ſiniſter, 
andcriminalcabals, thruſt themſelves into 
important charges of the ſtate ; charges 


on which depends the well-being of 


millions, and this without the leaſt 
tincture of the W knowlege or 


Believe me, I have ſeen miniſters of 
commerce unacquainted with the very 
firſt rudiments of trade; I have known 


a preſident of mines, = did not know 


common lead ore; miniſters of finances, 

without any ideas of the end and con- 
ſtitution of the financial ſyſtem; allo 
miniſters for foreign affairs, who have 
betrayed the moſt abſurd and ill- 
grounded conceptions of the intereſt, 
both of their own country, and the 
neighbouring ſtates. + 


You muft in my 3 letters Have 8 


obſerved in what manner count Bruhl 5 


came 
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came to be miniſter of the finances. 
Count Sulkowſky being defirous of the 
| poſt of Feſt lord of the bed-chamber, 
the beſt, indeed, he was capable of hold- 
ing, as a papiſt. Count Bruhl was 
created miniſter of the finances, which, 
to the eaſe of the people, was a mat- 
ter of as much indifference, as if two 
actors on the ſtage had changed dreſſes 


with each other. Whether count Brubl 
was converſant with the nature of the 


finances, or whether he was qualified 


to promote the good of Saxony, in 
ſuch a ſtation, is not the point; it was 
ſufficient that this barter ſuited the ac- 
eurſed ambition of two men, who, to 
the misfortune of the people, have had 


the addreſs to gain an aſcendancy over 
two ſucceſſive monarchs, father and ſon, 
But where ſhould count Brtihl acquire 


any knowlege of the finances? he was 
early entered at court, and ſoon mingled 
in all intrigues within his ſphere ; that 


he had neither time nor inclination for 
ſtudy and literature; and having never 
85 had 
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had a ſeat in the offices of the revenue, 
he can have learned nothing ſrom ex- 
perience, the beſt teacher, and little 
from uncertain information; that, un- 
leſs he has received his knowlege by 


inſpiration, it is impoſſible he ſhould 
have any inſight into that momentous 


) employment. LE, 

$ 1 | | 
+ Is it your opinion, alſo, that he is 
1 thus ignorant? If not, I can aſſure you, 
4 hat I once brought him on this topic, 
* by ſuch an alluring overture as awaken- 
* ed all his attention, yet, not the leaſt 


e ray of financial knowlege did then ap- 


pear in him. 


be at the. head of a national revenue. 


miniſter to ſay that he has adopted any 
fixed maxims in any one branch of 


yer affairs, except it be his avarice and 
bad W diſſi- 


Alas! Experience has too much 
ſhewn his contemptible incapacity to 


It would be greatly wronging this 
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diſſipation. If his conduct in the ma- 
nagement of the finances of Saxony be 
reduced to one ſingle maxim, it was 
this, to ſpend on and ſupport his own 
_ profuſion, and that of the court, by 
running in debt whilſt the ſteuer had 
any credit ; and, afterwards, for the 
continuance of theſe diffipations, his 
ſuccedanenm has been to ſaddle the ſub- 
jects with an exorbitant load of im- 
poſts. | 


Oft all the finances in Europe, I know 
of none that are in fo terrible a confu- 
ſion as theſe of Saxony; and here! 
do not ſo much ſpeak of the debts, 
which muſt, indeed, be owned, to be 


a very lamentable caſe, but of its in- 
ward conſtitution and arrangement ; 


the ſchock or contribution ſcheme is 
ſuch a chaos, that the very oldeſt offi- 


cers of the exciſe and ſteuer, grope 


in Egyptian darkneſs, without one 


glimpſe of light to help them along; 


' that,. 
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that, to make ſure, they take wherever 


any thing is to be * Cy 


Not a finger has count Bruty moved 
for remedying this terrible confuſion; 
the ſum and ſubſtance of all his orders. 
to the ſteuer and the exciſe office, ever 


turn on this ſingle point; that they 


muſt procure money. 


It is an axiom practiſed by every 
_ peaſant, that to enjoy the benefit of 


a thing, it muſt be preſerved, and, of 
courſe, the diſburſements for preſerv- 


ing it, are the moſt neceſſary, and to 


take place of all others; but, even 
of this common principle, count 
Bruhl ſeems ignorant; for, rather than 


make any retrenchment in the laviſh. 
expences of the court, or only in his 
own, all the future incomes of the 


Saxon dominions may run to irretrier- 
able ruin, 
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Of this, a ſingular inſtance now comes 
Into my mind. About fifteen days ago, 
1 5180 a 85 in the eleQoral circle, 


, where happened to be Mr. 
B, * 4 table talk, ſaid, that 


about a year before, the dykes being 
out of repair, it was apprehended the 
Elbe would make a breach, overflow 


ſome royal domains, and lands of pri- 


vate perſons, to the damage of above 


four tons of gold; and, beſides, the 
courſe of the river would be divert- 
ed ſome miles into the territory of—=, 
He had made as exact a calculation, as 


poſſible, of the charges, of repairing 


the dykes, which, in the whole, came 


only to r500 dollars, and tranſmitted 


it to the treaſury of Dreſden. All the 
commiſſioners agreed in the great ne- 
ceſſity of the repair; yet, one of them, 


in a private letter, aſſured. him, that 


* „% This paſſage I have been obliged to 
mutilate leſt ſome worthy perſons 2 ſuffer 
1 bp it.“ The Editor. 


the 
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the treaſury could not furniſh the ſum. 


all monies, as faſt as they came in, being 
delivered up to the court, without any 
excuſe to the contrary. But a propoſal 
being made to him by the whole board, 


that if he would advance the money, 


they jointly and ſeperately engaged that. ; 


he ſhould be ſatisfied ; he, from a con- 
cern of the public good, came into it, 
and took. the repair in hand. What 


a bleſſed condition muſt the finances 
be in, when the treaſury of a king 


and elector is not able to furniſh 1,500 


dollars, to prevent a damage of ſeveral 
tons of gold, or cannot ſo much as 
venture to make ſo ſmall a defalcation 
from the monies appropriated to the 


luxury of the court and miniſter ; that, 
in all probability, the damage would 


actually have happend, had not the 
worthy perſon agreed to ſtay two years 
for his money, and immediately fenced 


the weakeſt parts, 
Under ſuch wild management it 
could not be otherwiſe, but, at the long- 


1 run, 
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run, the debts of all the offices in Sax- 
ony, muſt rife to ſuch fums, as to 


pay neither capital nor intereſt, ſo that 


the ſteuer, which had the beſt credit, 


_ abſolutely failed; for, in four or five 
years before the failure became mani- 
feſt, fuch was the reputation of, the 
Keuer, that people were glad to lodge 


their money there, and exchanged it, 
at a confiderable loſs, for ſteuer ſpecie, | 


ſo called, becauſe no other money 
was received there; but, unhappily, 


this was building on a ſandy foundation. 


This deſtructive iſſue, ſuch a weak 
politician as I could foreſee; and three 
or four years before, it was my happi- 


neſs, by my difſuafions, to ſave two fa- 


milies from the general calamity ; ſuch 
a foreſight required no great wiſdom ; 
for what elſe had Saxony to expect 8 
the boundleſs profuſion both of the 
court and the miniſter. | 80 


Indeed, under a rational adminiſtra- 


tion, this failure of the fleyer could ne- 
, WR e 
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ver have happened; for, ſince the com- 
mencement of count Bruhl's miniſtry, 
not a dyet has been held in Saxony, in 
which the quarterly and pfennig ſteuers 
befides many other impoſts, have not 
been increaſed, beſides freſh grants of 
the knights fees. In defence of this 
augmentation of taxes, it was always 


alledged, that the produce of this or ; 
that tax had fallen ſhort of the eſtimate, | 
Now as the country had liberally made | 
up theſe deficiencies by thls increaſe of it 
the taxes, what ſatisfactory cauſe can be 1 | 
| adduced for fuch an overwhelming debt? J 1 þ 
. There are not wanting perſons, and x | 
- they very expert in public affairs, who 1 
- are perſuaded that the downfal of the hi | 
h ſteuer was a premeditated deſign of count i q 
3 Bruhl, for the further enriching of him- | 4 
n ſelf by fiſhing in troubled water,and buy ih 
1 ng up the ftever bills at a verylow rate, i 4 
Ao as he knew how to get them paid at par; 114 
5 but as, for the honour of our nature, I $i if 
. 1 vould not think the very worſt of men, 1: 
_ f „ where | 1 
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where their actions will admit of another 
conſtruction, ſo I take upon me to differ 
from theſe gentlemen. 
So far I believe; that count Bruhl ne- 
ver gave himſelf any thought or concern 
about theſe conſequences to Saxony of 
his boundleſs expences, and thoſe of the 
court. Was it ever known that a ſpend- 
thrift troubled himſelf about the upſhot 
of his extravagancies, and what would be 
come of him when all his reſources were 
exhauſted ? How much leſs will any one, 
who is inclined to profuſeneſs lay to 
heart what may be the conſequenes'of 
his diffipations to the country; or other 
= people. 


The ſteuer having failed, I will not de- 
ny but the miniſter might have taken ad- 
vantage oi that event; there are many cir- 
cumſtances which favour ſuch a ſurmiſe: 
We all knew that he did not grieve him- 
ſelf to death at it; and it it ſo much as 
gavehim any concern he muſt have con- 
cealed 


the revenue. 
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cealed it deep in his heart, for it never ' 


appeared in his looks ; in that gloomy 


juncture, not a cloud was ſeen to ſhade 
the gay ſerenity of his countenance. 


Let us, however, ſee what meaſures 
count Bruhl took, when the failure of 


the ſteuer broke out; ſeveral very ſolid 
projects were laid before him, by which 


the public credit might have been re- 
ſtored, and firmly eſtabliſhed within a 


few years. But none were approved of : 
Some very probably debarred the court, 


and of courſe count Bruhl, from finger- 
ing the produce of ſeveral branches of 


with applauſe, as its tendency was to 


promote new debts, without any abſolute 


neceflity of liquidating the former. 
Mountains of gold were promiſed to the 
ſubſcribers to this Tontixe, the intereſts 


were not only to increaſe to the ſurvivor, 


I 3 =: 


On the contrary, an airy ſcheme ofa 
Tontine with annuities was embraced. 


* 
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COLES 
but the Neft extended to their heirs, 
even to the tenth generation, 


Count Bruhl and the ſchemer muſt 
bave thought the world very ſimple, if 


they expected to catch birds with ſuch 


gilded lime twigs: the whole project 
Was no more nor leſs, than if a broken 


tradeſinan, before making up matters 


with his creditors, ſhould promiſe 80 
per cent. intereſt, to all, who for the ſake 
of his fair looks, ſhould advance him 


money to clear with his creditors ; but 
as ſcarce any one perſon would be thus | 


groſsly taken in, ſo the 7 omtine-ſcheme 
vaniſh'd likewiſe into its primordial : 
nihility. 


This es the neceſſity of a more 
ſolid fcheme, and in what could this be 


Intitled to preference, but as it ſpared 


the poor ſubjects, whoſe lamentable 
fate it generally is, not only to be ren- 
dered miſerable by the wanton paſſi- 


ons and errors in government of their 


AS% bs mn ery 
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o 
rulers, but likewiſe the misfortunes re- 
ſulting to the ſtate by ſuch miſconduct, 
muſt be RE out of their ſub- 
ſtance. 


; * . : - 

A dyet is fummoned and a ſcheme 
laid before it, for a capitation and land- 
tax, to be continued for nine years ; and 
which, according to computation, were 
tobring ina million annually. 'Tho'it was 
ſeconded only by about 20 court-ſyco- 
phants and penſioners who did not make 
one 2oth part of the aſſembly, all others 
vigorouſly oppoſing it, as the country 
could not bear any, additional taxes; 
the count, grand vizier like, in defi- 
ance of the fundamental conſtitution of 
the eleftorate. and all the honours and 
privileges of the ſtates, introduced both 
the above taxes; and, on the expiration 
of the nine years, by a like act of deſ- 
potiſm, they were continued. 1 


The calculation of 2 million to be 
ied annually by this capitation | 
14 and 
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and land-tax, was ſhort inſtead of ex- 
ceeding; the produce of them amount- 
Ing at leaſt toa million and a half every 


year. In Saxony there cannot be leſs 


than a million and a half of people; 


and Wirtemburgh I reckon at half a 
million, it being certainly one half 


ſmaller than Saxony, and far leſs popu- 
lous; no perſon in whatever ſtation was 


exempt from the capitation, not fo 


much as ſervants or beggars; and the 


very ſmalleſt yearly payment, was from 
a guilder down to 12 groſchen, and the 


middle claſs of people paid no leſs than 


two, three, or four rix-dollars; to this 
muſt be added the land-tax; and little 


muſt he know of the country, who will 


affirm that the two taxes yielded leſs 
than a million and a half per annum; ſo 


that at the moſt moderate computation, 
within the ſpace of 10 years, here is no 
leſs than fifteen millions. 


Since the year 1746, that regent mi- 
niſter had made ſeveral reductions in 
55 „ 


7 
the army. All the world know that in 
the year 1746, the ſtanding forces of 
Saxony conſiſted only of 15000 men; 


whereas formerly in time of a profound 
peace, it maintained 25000 men; which 
in critical times, it increaſed to 30000 z 


and in war time it has brought 40000 


into the field ; thus, between the year 


1746 and 1756, there was a ſaving at 
leaſt of 10000 men; which at the very 
loweſt computation, is as many milli- 
uns ax years. 


O 


Farther in the year 1747, Saxony, in 


order to diſcharge the debts of the ſte- 
uer, borrowed of the electorate of Ha- 


nover ſix millions of rix-dollars, mort- 


gaging for this ſum, the Saxon part of 


the county of Manſeld, and all the 


bailiwicks, in Thuringen, with all their 
incomes, the ſovereignty alone excepted. 


Farther, in the laſt war thecity of Leipſic 


paid for the whole country near 2 mill. 
to the king of Pruſſia, by way of contri- 
Ps bn. bution, 
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but ion, and had bonds from the ſeveral 
diſtricts; theſe contributions, with the 
intereſtsand other charges, to the amount 


of about two millions, the regent mi- 
niſter levied on the country; but not 
a dollar has the city of Leipſic recover- 
ed; under pretence that this money 


muſt be indiſpenſibly applied towards 
the diſcharge of the ſteuer debts. 


Now if you pleaſe, we will make a 
brief recapitulation: 


Produce of the capita- 


tion and tax — — 14 millions 


Saved by reductions of 


Borrowed of the electo- 


Contributions levied. — 2 


2 1 


* — = 


* 


| Total, 5 33 millions 


5 Thus 


[179] 
Thus count Bruhl during his admi- 
niſtration, excluſive of the ordinary re- 
venues of Saxony, hasleviedthirty-three 
millions of dollars, only for paying off 
the ſteuer debts; yet it is known to the 
whole world, that within theſe 10 years 
no creditor, whether foreign or na- 
tive, have received a ſingle heller of his 
capital, nor ſcarce one tenth part of the 
intereſt, except the ſubjects of Pruſſia, 
and what theſe have received, does not 
make a million; I would fain know 
what 1s become of the other >; ed 
millions. 


But behold another myſtery; during 
the reign of the late king Frederick Au- 
guſtus and the miniſtry of the preſent 
prince of Sulkowſky, the debts of Saxo- 

ny might be about twenty millions, T 
am well aſſured not more; whereas ſuch: 
has been the conomy of count Bruhl, 
that the court ſteuer and treaſury debts 

are ſwell'd to above a hundred millions. 
The revenue of Saxony inthe reignof the 
; above 


— 


\ 
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above mentioned prince was, communibus 
ennis, little more or leſs than ſix millions 


of dollars : With this a very ſplendid ' 


court was maintained, both miniſters 


and miſtreſſes filled their pockets ; yet, 


were the ſeverai intereſts of the thirty 
millions of debts punctually paid; 
whereas count Bruhl, by his inceſſant 


augmentation of taxes, has ſcrewed up 


the ordinary revenue of Saxony to eight 


millions, excluſive of the produce of the 


capitation and land- tax; yet, for the 
laſt 10 years, ſince the bankruptcy of the 


ſteuer, not the tenth part of the intereſt 


has been paid, 


Thus, in whatever light count Brukl 
be viewed, he is really a prodigy; 
thould a private perſon poſſeſſed of a 
hundred and fifty, thouſand dollars in 
lands, run in debt a hundred thouſand 
dollars, and afterwards ſtop payment of 


intereſt, then borrow thirty-two thou- : 


find dollars under pretence of dif- 


charging his debts and apply only one 
thou- 


F-42094 3; -::- "IM 9 4 | 
thouſand to that uſe; ought not he to I} 
be declared incapable of managing his 
fortune, and his eſtate to be ſequeſtered 
for the benefit of his creditors, with a 
ſcanty allowance to himſelf, 


But here ſuch a one ſits at the helm 
of the ſtate; and it is not with his own 
ſubſtance that he commits ſuch extra- 
vagancies, but with the ſubſtance of the 
whole country, with the blood and 
ſweat of the diſtreſſed ſubjects; by his 
miſmanagement, families who have liv'd 
in reputation, the widows of creditable 
huſbands, and orphans, after being well 
brought up, ſee themſelves reduced to 
the utmoſt neceſſity ; and as for thoſe 
born to labour and poverty, the rigour 
of his taxes deprives them of the ſmall 
fruits of their induftry, and all this o- 
penly ; think what indignation the tur-, 
pitude and inhumanity of ſuch a con- 
duct, raiſes in the generous part of man- 
kind; but that's what he little minds. 


— 


For 
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For my part, I cannot think on ſuch 
a Leviathan; the account I have given 
you of him cauſes ſuch an emotion in 
me, that I muſt give over, and ſo 


remain 


A 


Sir 5 Ge. 
F, Auguſt 8, 1760. 


LET T R R vm 


SIR, 


O be ſure, the be I TN with 
which general Laudohn has viſit- 
ed Breſlau, is by this time known in 


your parts. I have it from good hands, 
that above eighty houſes, and among 
theſe, ſeveral palaces, are reduced to 
aſhes. This bombardment was begun 


without a iy formal attack, or ſo much 
as opening the trenches; conſequently 
he could not, rationally, have any 


hopes of making himſelf maſter of 
Breſlau; 
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Breſlau; that this deſtruction was pure- 
ly for the fake of deſtroying it, as 
a revenge for Dreſden ; but, how does 
this revenge diſgrace the perpetrator ! 
At Dreſden, a formal attack was car- 
ried on, nothing was done contrary 
to the received rules and practices of 
war; and, as for its deplorable fate, 
the fault muſt chiefly lye on the Au- 
ſtrian governor. But, the bombard- 
ment of Breſlau, is without any of 
theſe circumſtances ; on which ſide ſo- 
ever it be viewed, it betrays a furious 
thirſt of revenge, the criterion of a 
ſordid mind. 


Would you believe — Oh for- | 


give me! I recolle& your firit com- 
mand, to forbear my obſervations on 
either civil or military occurrences, till 
I had cloſed my narrative of count 

Pruhl; and, as 1 promiſed a punctual 
compliance with your mandate, I'llcrofs. 
the whole foregoing paragraph, 
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is in my power to fruſtrate your com- 


mand, without your charging me with 


non-compliance? I can wonderfully 
ſhorten my narration, and can confi- 


dently write, as I now do, in optima for- 


ma juris, that I know nothing; more; 
and that, in this letter, I take my leave 
of count Bruhl, ſuppoſing withal, that 
I had ſtill the moſt ſecret and diverting 
particulars in reſerve for your enter- 


tainment ; therefore, I hope you will 


grant me a ſmall diſpenſation, and al- 
low me, by way of variety, to inter- 
mix my obſervations on public affairs, 
leaft, in the mean time, they may grow 
ftale ; ; or, according to Sancho Pancho's 
phraſe, turn ro!ten upon my hands. 


What I ſhall now entertain you with, 
is the conduct of his excellency count 
Bruhl, in fate affairs; and I hope to 
. convince you, that the miniſter has in 
nothing made a worſe figure, than in 
theſe ; you will every-where meet with 

an 


. 
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But, does my friend know, that it 
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an aſtoniſhing want of all policy; you 
will ſee him always groping about fear- 
ful, and wavering, and his eyes cloſed, 
as the facetious Swift repreſents John, 
in the Tale of a Tub. With exceptions, 
however, of any caſe where*his own in- 
tereſt is concern:d, for here, and here 
only, count Bruhl has never been want- 
ing, either in prudence or ſtedfaſtneſs. 


The war which followed the elec- 
tion of his Poliſh majeſty, and the af- | 
fairs of thoſe times, I paſs over in 
filence, as it might be objected, that 
they ſhould be placed to count Sulkow- = 
ſky's account, as the pilot of ſtate af- 1 
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fairs in thoſe times; and, it is, indeed, 


my opinion, that the latter had by Wo 
Aar the greateſt ſhare in thoſe tranſac- F | 
tions. The firſt important occurrence Wer 
in the general concerns of Europe, un- | 
der count Bruhl, was the conduct of 
the court of Saxony, at the demiſe of 
the emperor Charles VI. and the ſuc- 
ceeding war for the Auſtrian ſucceſ- 


ſion. 
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fion. Now let us ſee how our count 


began his miniſtry. 


Of all the claimants to the Auſtrian 


ſucceſſion, Saxony had the beſt right. 


That which the houſe of Bavaria de- 


duced from the will of Ferdinand I. and 
the emperor Charles VI. as married to 
a daughter of the emperor Joſeph, 


ſhould have been poftponed to the king 


of Poland, whoſe conſort was Joſeph's 
eldeſt daughter. As for Spain, I be- 
lieve nobody before dreamed, that the 


Spaniſh line, of the Houſe of Bourbon, 


could have any pretenfion to the Au- 


ſtrian fucceſſion; and the argument ad- 


duced by Spain, made more for France, 


whoſe king is not only a deſcendant of 
thoſe very princeſſes of Spain, from 


whom Philip V. derives his right, but 


is, befides, the eldeſt line. 


But the Saxon claim is inforced by 
ſeveral conſiderations. It has been 2 
conftant law in the Auſtrian famuly, 
| „ that 


Le 
that if two archdukes, brothers, die, 
without male iſſue, the daughters of 
the elder brother, exclude thoſe of the 


younger, even though he were the 
poſterior ſovereign ; and this rule of ſue- 


ceſſion Ferdinand II. expreſly confirm- 
ed: Further the emperor Charles VI. 
entered into a ſolemn convention with 
his brother Joſeph, that the female 
iſſue of Joſeph ſhould ſucceed prefer- 
ably to his : Thus the emperor Charles 


VI. had no right to make any prag- 
matic ſanction in favour of his daugh- 


2 


There were few people, I believe, of 


any knowlege in the affairs of Europe, 
who did not foreſee, with all the cer- 
tainty which future events will allow of, 


that immediately on the demiſe of the 
emperor Charles VI. France, which. for 


two centuries paſt, has been therancorous 


enemy of the houſe of AuftriaandImight 


ſay of the whole Germanic body, would 
not let ys this opportunity of the ex» 


tinction 
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Unction of the Auſtrian male- line, for 


curtailing the power of that houſe; 


175 conſequently it was with no leſs certainty 


foreſeen, that the pragmatic ſanction 
would be of no force but what it ſhould 
derive from the chance of war. 


— 


Theſe things being ſo eaſily foreſeen, 
and the houſe of Saxony having a 


ſolid claim to the Auſtrian ſucceſſion, 
what were count Bruhl's meaſures ? 
Six months after the death of the em- 
peror Charles VI. when the drift of 


France to diſmember the power of Au- 
ſtria, no longer admitted of any doubt, 
he renew'd his engagements with Ruſſia | 


relative to the pragmatic ſanction, and 
gave this court the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
of adhering to it, which was ſuch a 


ſoleciſm in politicks, as could not be 


thought to come from a miniſter of 
ſtate. 


Whether he had purpoſed or not that 
the Saxon court ſhould put in its claim 
BETS A I 
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the Auſtrian ſueceſſion: yet was this ſtep 


unpardonable in a miniſter: Was it in- 
tended to aſſert the claim, he then ſhould 
not have renewed the engagements; if 
no claim was intended, he ihould not 
have taken on himſelf the guaranty of 
a ſucceſſion againſt which ſuch a for- 
midable ſtorm was gathering. Is it {aid 
that count Bruhl, as it is not unuſual 
with ſtateſmen, meant nothing by all 
thoſe aſſurances ? Then it is difficult to 
ſee of what benefit the renewal of thoſe 
engagements could be to the court of 
Saxony : Stateſmen who makea jeſt of 

promiſes and engagements at random, 
without the view of any advantage, 
judging them even by the rules of cor- 
rupt policy, are ſhallow ſuperficial 


creatures, as deficient in true wiſdom 


and ſkill, as in ee 


What was count Bruhl's next ſtep? 
he claimed the vote of Bohemia for the 
electoral prince of Saxony; if the mo- 
tive to this claim was not ſome private 


intereſt 


2 »n 
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intereſt of the count's, as this he would 
1 have a vote more to ſell to France, it 
1 appears to be a ſecond treſpaſs againſt 
1 ſaund politics. 


Such a claim could not be made 
without giving the court of Vienna to 
| perceive that ſome defigns againſt it were 
in agitation, and that theclaimants tothe 
Auſtrian inheritance would be increaſed 
in favour of its enemies: But as the 
claim of the vote for Bohemia was only ) 
by reaſon of the incapacity of the fe- 
male deſcendant, the queen of Bohemia 
and Hungary, this was virtually to ac- 
knowledge the queen, in other reſpects, 
the legal heireſs of Charles VI. and this 
proceeding, by the by, was fo contra- 
dictory to the intended claim, thereby 
ſufficiently intimated; that the whole of 
this ill deviſed pretenſion could be pro- 
ductive of no manner of advantage to 
Saxony. Had count Bruhl formed any 
fixed plan of conduct in either caſe, he 


would have proceeded otherwiſe, but 
his 


L 191 J 


Fis excellency ſeems to have been in a 


total irreſolution what he ſhould do; 


and it is manifeſt from ſome particular 


circumſtances, that this fluctuation con- 
tinued till within a few weeks before 
the Saxon Troops marched into Bohe- 
mia; ſuch vacilations, in my opinion, 
always betray a great want of genius : 
If circumftances are often fo equivocal 
that nothing can with prudence be re- 
ſolved on; yet the wiſe man has always 
previouſly deliberated, how he will act 


in all contingencies, and he orders his 


meaſures fo, that whatever party he 
takes, whatever be the turn of affairs, 


he willi till be ſecure, as far as the un- 
_ certainty of ſublunary things allow; 
but here is not the leaſt ſhadow of any 


uch deliberation . 


When count Bruhl had brought him- 
ſelf to act againſt Auſtria, any wife mi- 


niſter, in his place, would have judged - 


it neceſſary, to have immediately en- 
tered into the cloſeſt engagements with 


the 
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the king of Pruſſia, for he could not rea- 


ſonably expect that France would have 
the intereft of Saxony much at heart; 
this court having ſo recently incur'd its 
reſentment in the election of the king 
of Poland; with Bavaria it alſo ſtood on 
indifferent terms, that elector pe remp- 
torily claiming the whole Auſtrian 
ſucceſſion. | 


Though an alliance with France and 


Bavaria was what he could not avoid, 


yet according to all the rules of policy, 
the capital point was the cleareſt and 
moſt cloſe and confidential engagement 


with Pruſſia; of all the Auſtrian domi- 


nions it laid claim only to Sileſia; at 
that time no cordial harmony exiſted 
between Pruſſia and Saxony, yet had 


Pruſſia no manner of intereſt to favour 
Bavaria more than Saxony. 


But count Bruhl had no thoughts 
of entering into ſuch a conjunction with 
Pruſſia, though by that only, he could 

NY | | | pro- 
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war proved ſucceſsful ; yet, for a quar- 


ter of a year, after the Saxon troops had 
marched into Bohemia, it was not known 
what might be expected from Pruſſia, 


whether it was friend or foe. See 
here a flagrant inſtance of this. 


On the taking of Prague, in the cloſe 
of November 1741, lieutenant general 
Birkholtz, with a body of Saxons, and 
lieutenant general Pallaſtron, with ano- 


ther of French and Bavarians were ſent 
to drive out of Bohemia the Auſtrian 


army, which lay encamped at Teutſch- 


brod : whilſt the Saxon camps on the 


one ſide, and the French on the other, 
were in motion : To this end, a body 
of 8000 Pruſſians, under lieutenant ge- 
neral Kalckitein, ſince field marihal, 
came and encamped on one fide of the 
Saxons towards Chrudin. 


The Saxon general immediately ſent 
advice of this unexpected arrival oi the 


K Pruſſian 


promiſe himſelf ſome advantage, if the 


Pruſſian corps, which threw the court 
into great perplexity, how to act; with 
regard to this, it was recommended to 
the chevalier de Saxe, and he ordered 


genera] Birkholtz to ſound the Pruſ- ; 
fian general concerning his intent in 0 
taking poſt ſo near the Saxons. ” 
Accordingly a quarter mafter, a man e 
of addreſs, was ſent with Fouricrs to e 
Chrudin,as it were to prepare quarters ; 60 
and, at the ſame time, it was to be li 
ſigniſied to the Pruſſian general, that ta 
the operations of the Saxon army, made 0 
it neceſſary to take poſſeſſion of Chru- nc 
din; in my opinion, this method of Pr 
ſounding, was going a wrong way to ſtr 
work, and if it be count Bruhl's inven- no 
tion, it does him little honour ; what- noi 
ever might be the diſpoſitions of Pruſſia thi: 
this was a very ridiculous inuendo ; 
for if the Saxons ſaid that the opera- ( 
tions of their army required them to 


take poſſeffion of Chrudin, the Pruffians 
might anſwer, that their operations 
re- 


$6, = SR 
required them to keep poſſeſſion of that 
place; what abſurdity to expect that an 
enemy, on ſuch a compliment, ſhould 
immediately quit Chrudin, and, with a 
friend, it was dealing very difcqurte- 
ouſly. 


But ſo it is, Sir, your narrow ſight- 
ed minds make policy to confift only in 
evaſions and fetches ; they never keep El 
che ſtrait road, and though their ſcope N 
lies directly before their eyes, they will | 
take by-ways. Where was the neceſſity _ 

of this low contemptible fetch? Why NF 
not ſignify to general Kalekſtein, that 9 
Pruſſia being likewiſe at war with Au- 
ſtria, it was hoped that this general had 
no orders to obſtruct the allies, and that 
Hothing was to be apprehended from 
this approach of the Pruſſians. 


General Kalkſtein, for his part, alſo 
paid little regard to this ſubterfuge; he 
was a gentleman of great plainneſs and 
honour; and, agreeable to this charac- 
K 2 ter: 
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ter, anſwered, that he ſaw the drift of 
this compliment; and ſent word to the 
Saxon generals that he would not in 
the leaſt impede their operations, but 
that the manner and import of the com- 
pliments was what he could not but be 
2 little ſurprized at, and he was very 
ſorry that the Saxon generals ſhould 
haye no better thoughts of him, than 
that he would evacuate Chrudin on fuch 
a2 Commiſſion; adding, that it was 
what he would not do. : 
This incident happened i in Decem- 2 
ber 1741, and but too clearly ſhows 
that there was then no good underſtand- 
ing between the courts of Pruſſia and 
Saxony, as count Bruhl had little to ex- 
pect for the advantage of his court from 
France and Bayaria, of which they had 
given him open evidences in the federal 
treaty for the future partitions of che 
Auſtrian territories ; (in whi:h they are 
very liberal of what was not their on,) 


Bohemia, the only country lying the 
moſt 
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moſt convenient for Saxony, and which 
only could have been any ral addition 
to its ſtrength, Was aſſigned to Bavaria, . 


he precipitately embarked on the tem- 


peſtuous ſea of war, in acrazy iron-fick .. 


veſſel. The way to have procured ſome 
advantage to Saxony, was immediately 
on the death of the emperor Charles VI. 


to have joined with Pruſſia or France, 


and have ſteered a quite different courſe, 


whereas now, whatever ſucceſs had at- 


tended the arms of the confederates, 
Saxony could promiſe itſelf nothing. 


In the beginning of the year 1742, 


the court of Saxony entered into ſuch a 


eloſe coalition with that of Pruſſia, that 


it even put its army under the command 
of his Pruſfian majeſty, but before a 
month was at an end count Bruhl's ideas 
were altered; the Auſtrians in 1742 
having penetrated into Bavaria, and re- 


duced it, the Saxon miniſter's heart 
failed him, and his fraudulent genius 


which imagines all ſtate policy to con- 
Sx: n 
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fiſt in duplicity, put him upon being 
beforchand with the other allies, in a 
clandeſtine negotiation with the court 
Of Vienna. 


Theſe clandeſtine negotiations were 


conducted by her Poliſh majeſty, but 


certainly not without the privity and 


co-operation of count Bruhl ; you re- 
member the myſterious interviews be- 


tween father Guarini, mentioned in one 


of my former letters; but, what is 
more, this clandeſtine negotiation of the 
queen with the court of Vienna was ſet 
on foot with very little forecaſt ; the 
diſpatches paſſing through the hands of 
the poſt-maſter-general of the Saxon 


army, one Jacobi, and conſequently, 
through the whole army ; and hence 
aroſe a ſmall incident, which, to avoid 


digreſſions, 1 ſhall reſerve for another 
time. 


Theſe ſecret negotiations of the Saxon 
court his Pruſſian myeſty got knowlege 
EL | of 3 
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4 ; beſides, A could be more am- | 1 
biguous than cardinal Fleury's conduct 

in this war; and his diſpoſition to cir- | 
cumvent his allies, had appeared towards | 
Spain and Sardinia ſome years before, | 

in the war occaſioned by the election of 
his Poliſh majeſty ; thus, how is the king bl 
of Pruſſia to be blamed, if after the vic- 
tory of Zeaflau, he preferred a ſafe and 
| honourable peace to ſuch fickle and per- 
fidious allies. # 


Notwithſtanding this behaviour of 
the Saxon court, notwithſtanding count 
Bruhl, ſo early as 1742, had withdrawn # 
the Saxon troops from the Prufſian ar- 
my to the borders of Saxony, by which 
they loſt all ſhare in the victory at Zeaſ- 
lau, yet, at the peace, his Pruſfian ma- 
jeſty was not unmindful of Saxony. 
It is now known, that by a private ar- 
ticle in the preliminaries of Breflau, 
Saxony was to have ſome adjacent circles 
of Bohemia; how this article came to 
be vacated at the peace of Berlin, is beſt 
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' known to his excellency ; as I write no- 
thing to you but what J am certain of, 


E will not determine whether this was by 
owing to an error of judgment, or of q 
corrupt will. c 
ti 
The eourt of Vienna having, after the 2 
peace of Berlin, inſulted the head of the 1 
empire in a very extraordinary man- 9 
ner, and giving ſufficient evidence of its ; 
deſign to recover Silefia, the king of t 
Pruſſia, by virtue of the union of Franc- 1 
fort, was obliged to march his army in- 
to Bohemia, in defence of the oppreſſed 
head of the empire, and in ſupport of 
the unanimous choice of the electors, i 
which the court of Vienna had the con- f 


fidence openly to declare illegal, and of 

no force. Now count Bruhl, inwigled 

into the alliance of. Warſaw, was pleaſed 
to ſide with Auſtria; and I muſt own 
that at firſt, I ſaw nothing to object a- 
gainſt this proceeding, 


From 
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From my conſiderations on human 
nature, I am much inclined to judge 
tenderly of men, and extenuate, if not 
quite over- look their failings; and if I 
can diſcover any one commendable mo- 
tive for their procedures, I perſuade 
myſelf that was uppermoſt in their 
minds; accordingly, the ſucceſsful pro- 
greſſes of the Auſtrian arins, from the 
ycar 1742 to 1744, and the ſtrength of 
the alliance by the acceſſion of Great- 
Britain, Holland, and Auſtria © NNE: 
to me Very Cog ent motives. | 


I even: thought I aw in this alliance 
2 moſt admirable ſtroke of policy. The 5 
fecond war between Pruſſia and Auftria 
rendered it probable, that a permanent 
_ enmity would take root in both houſes, 
and occaiion many future wars, when 
the alliance of Saxony would be of the 
utmoſt importance to both the bellige- 
rant powers, it bei ing, as it were, the 
only door through which either houſe 
could penetrate into the heart of the 
K 65 . other's 
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other's dominions. I ſuppoſed count 


Bruhl had made Auſtria pay dear for 


the alliance, and not ſuffered himſelf to 
be fed with deluſory aſſurances of fu- 


ture acquiſitions, but had ſecured to 


himſelf two of the circles of Bohemia, 


as did the king of Sardinia in the Mi- 


laneſe. 


Nay, what is ſtill more, count Bruhl 


ſeemed to me to tread in the ſteps of 
the Houſe of Savoy, to act up to its diſ- 
tinguithed policy; ſometimes ailiſting 
Pruſſia, then Auſtria, but ever making 


the price of Saxony's alliance ſome ſub- 
ſtantial advantage in hand, and not pro- 


ſtituting it for fallacious expectations; 


and concluding that this prudence would 


raiſe Saxony to a proſperity and repu- 


tation not inferior to that which the be- 


fore- mentioned Houſe has acquired, ſo 
as to be now enrolled among the mo- 
narchs of Europe. 


Rut 
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But moſt terribly have I been deceived. 
in theſe fine ſuppoſitions. Conſequences 
have ſhewn that not one of theſe motives 
was in count Bruhl's head at the time of 
the treaty of Warſaw ; he was, by the 
moſt romantic promiſes, by a treaty for 
dividing the lyon's ſkin before he was 
taken, drawn in to plunge Saxony into 
a new war; Which, in charges and con- 
tributions to Pruſſia, has at leaſt coſt 
this harraſſed country twenty millions. 


With the leaſt attention to the real in- 
tereſt of Saxony in that airy treaty for 
the partition of future conqueſts, would 
he not, 1n the convention of Warſaw, 
have at leaſt ſtipulated for the circles of 
Bohemia on this fide the Eger, as conti- 
guous to Saxony, agreeable to the ſe- 
cret article of the Breſlau preliminaries, 
in cMe of no conqueſts being made on 
Pruſſia ? And if ſuch a caſe did not oc- 
cur to him, what muſt be thought of 
his prudence ? Had not Sardinia {ct him 
a fair example of ſuch policy in the 


treaty of Worms. He 
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He had no reaſon to doubt of Au- 
faria' s coming into thoſe conditions. 
The aſſiſtance of Saxony was then of 
ſuch abſolute neceſſity to that houſe, 
that otherwiſe the only alternative was 
either to ſee all Bohemia and Moravia 
 wreſted from it, or to yield up the im- 
perial dignity to France and Bavaria. 
Had Auftria objected to theſe condi- 
tions, Great Britain, as its ally by the 
treaty of Worms, would have procured 
her aſſent, as ſeeing that, without the 
aſſiſtance of Saxony, Auſtria, to which 


= _ that crown had already ſacrificed ſo 


much, would be totally ruined... 


Under the guarantee of the maritime 
powers, Saxony might alſo be ſure that 
Auſtria muſt fulfil the articles, as it had 
been obliged with Sardinia. Certainly 
the Auſtrian miniſters. muſt have laugh- 


ed in their fleeves, that, in the greateſt 

- plunge in which Auftria ever found it- 
felf, they had met with fuch very tract- 
able miniiters, as to furnith them with 
1 twenty 


twenty-four thouſand auxiliaries, on the 
moſt viſionary expectations ; nay, who 
ſuffered laws to be preſcribed to him 
concerning the very ſcanty pittance al- 
lotted to Saxony out of future con- 
queſts ; and this at a juncture, when 
Auſtria, inſtead of - meditating con- 


queſts, was fighting pro aris & focis, and 


might think itſelf very happy in repell- 
ing an enemy bent on its deſtruction. 


But what am! ſaying? Count Bruhl 


was not at all blind, at leaſt to his own 


intereſt. I could ſpecify to you the 
ſums with which Great Britain allured 


him into the treaty of Worms: and you 


may poſſibly remember to have read at 
that time, in the public papers, of the 
queen of Hungary's preſenting the conn- 


teſs of Bruhl with a conſiderable lord- 


ſhip in Bohemia. Y 


Here you have the true and proper 


motives by which the Saxon miniſter 


was induced to e the treaty of 
: V "arſaw 3 
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Warſaw; and the welfare and advan- 
tage of Saxony was no farther conſider- 
ed than, in caſe Heaven ſhould be ſo 
very laviſh of its favours, as to proſper | 
their preſumptuous treaty of partition. 
Thus is the welfare of nations ſported. 
with. Eternal Providence ! how hap- 
_ py ſhall I be when the neceſſity of ſuch. 
miniſters to the connection of affairs 
thall be laid open to me. 


Poſſibly Saxony 1 have ſuffered 
leſs, had count Bruhl, in the progreſs of 
the war, purſued thoſe meafures which 
common ſenſe ſeemed to point out. 
Saxony was for being conſidered only as 
an auxiliary ; and the principles of the 
law of nations, in the opinions of civili- 
ans, difagreeing in this point, as Pruſ- 
fta, under the like title, marched its ar- 
my in ſupport of the emperor Charles 
VII, yet Saxony, as no more than an 
auxiliary, was ſecure againſt any attack 
from Pruſſia; and I think it was plain- 
Iy the electorate's concern, carefully to 

5 have 
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have wrapped itſelf up in that cloak, til 
by a ſeries of deciſive ſueceſſes againſt 
Pruſſia, it might be thrown aſide with 
_ 


But very different was the fate of the 
war; the loſs of three ſignal battles, of 


which the dame ges were too great to 


be concealed, muſt have taught count 
Bruhl that the whole project of dividing 
the lion's ſkin had been founded on diſ- 


appointed preſumption: ſhould he not 


then have endeavoured to prevent the 
increaſe of the misfortunes of Saxony, 
and carefully have kept to the title of 
auxiliary? 


On the contrary, this raſh and un- 


fortunate project was formed to attack 
the king of Pruſſia in the heart of his 
dominions, by an irruption from Sax- 


ony, and of courſe the mantle of aux- 
iliary was to be abſolutely thrown aſide, 
and general Grunn's corps was ac- 
cordingly ordered into Saxony. This 

project 


* 
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project I call raſh and unfortunate, as 
there was not the leaſt probability of its 


ſucceſs. The territories of Pruſiia bor- 
dering upon Saxony were not uncover- 
ed; beſides that Pruſſan army which 


had three times ſucceſſively made the 


- Auftrians and Saxons turn their backs, 


there was another corps of obſervation, 
_ ſufficient for the defence of the Fruilan 
territories. The conſequence of fuch 


inconſiderate meaſures could not be 


other than what it proved, extreme 


_ diftreſs and difgrace to Saxony; of 
which, if cotint Bruhl had any feeling, 
it would have produced an alteration of 


meaſures, which has never been ſeen. 


Thus wiſe and glorious have been the 
| fpecimens which his exccllency has 
given us of his politics, relatively to the 


affairs of Saxony, that it is your opinion 
he will hardly be delivered down to 


poſterity as a pattern of miniſterial abi- 


lities. Of this too, perhaps, I could 
write a great deal to you; but be pleaſ- 
Ros ol 


VV 
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ed to remember what I ſaid above, in 
optima juris forma, namely, That in this 
letter I would take my leave of count 
Bruhl ; and really, for one letter, the 
preſent is long enough in conſcience ; 
ſo that all I have further to ſay is, that 


I ſhall ever be, with the moſt e 
eſteem, 


HK. * 
Your affetlionate friend, 
and bumble ſervant. 


— 4a 12, 88 


POSTSCRIPT. 


This moment your favour of the gth 
comes to hand; ſo you ſet up for a 
champion of count Bruhl's; really that's 
Pleaſant enough: yet through all your 
affected gravity I perceive, now-and- 
then, a ſimpering which lets me into 
your drift, By your objections to my 

narrative, 


E 

narrative, you would ſet me in a flame 
againſt this author of Saxony's misfor- 
tunes; I ſee plainly you are for irritat- 
ing me, that I may lay him open on all 
ſides, and paint him in his natural co- 
lours. 


Well then, couch your lance to aſſert 
the honour of your giant or wagician, 
for which he is I really know not, and 
be aſfured that I ſhall not be ſparing of 


my ftrokes in the reſcue of the beautiful 


princeſs Saxonta, whom this monſtrous 


giant Grjſamber keeps as a captive in 


heavy chains, or poſſibly has totally faſ- 
einated her. Methinks, I already ſec 
youtumbled from the ſaddle, and ſprawl- 
ing in the ſand; for, let me tell you, my 


weapons are infallible, and cannot be 


broken; they were put into my hands 
by two goddefles, whoſe hiftory I'll re- 


late to you, whenever you own Four- | 


ſelf overcome. 


But 


* 


1 


Lair 
But one objection you introduce with 
ſuch a ſolemn ſeriouſneſs, as provokes 
ez ſo that I ſhould not have any reſt, 
did J not refute it inſtantly, without 
waiting till the next poſt. 


You fay that all theſe ſtupendous ſums 
which I mentioned, which were neceſſa- 
ry to ſupport ſach profuſeneſs, the king 
of Poland, from his royal munificence, 
may have given to count Bruhl; and 
that, both with relation to the donor, 
and the donatee, ſuch donations are not 
unprecedented : But very thin ſown are 
theſe inſtances, and never heard of in 
any courts, where the ſtrict rules of e- 
quity had their due weight. 


But do you know, my dear friend; 
for ſuch I yet eſteem you, though you 
are for breaking a lance with me, that 
your objecton will not hold water? 
Firſt, it is utterly impoffible, at leaſt 
there is not a ſhadow of any fimilitude, 
that his Polith ey W ich all his royal 
muni- 
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muniſicence, ſhould ever have given 
count Bruhl one fourth part of theſe 


monies. How ſhould his Poliſh ma- 


jeſty, at a time when he was continually 


burthening his ſubjects with new impoſt, 


when his treaſury became infolyent, 
when, for the ſupport of its credit, he 
was obliged to have recourſe to the moſt 


extraordinary means, feizing on monies 
advanced on the faith and credit of the 


court of judicature, when he ſaw himſelf 


obliged to mortgage part of his domi- 
nions to Hanover, and all not ſufficient 
to ſave the bankruptcy of the Steuer, 
by which multitudes of wealthy perſons 
creditable widows, and well educated 


orphans, whoſe fortunes had been lodg- 
ed in that fund, were reduced to the ut- 


moſt miſery, is it, I fay, ſuppoſable that 


in ſuch times his Poliſh majeſty ſhould 


have given away millions to a miniſter, 
who had not performed one ſervice of 


any eclat, under whoſe miniſtry not a 


victory had been gained, not a foot of 


land acquired? There can be no ſuch 
V thing; 


2731 


thing; and he who thinks thus of liz 


Poliſh majcſty, that prince is little obli- 
ged to him. 


Aut let us for once allow that count 
Bruhl's ſovereign did actually give him 
thoſe many millions, which his diſſipa- 
tions and purchaſes required, how fla- 


gitiouſly muſt he have impoſed on that 
prince, to draw ſuch grants from him! 
To me there appears not leſs guilt and 
infamy in ſuch ſeductive miſrepreſenta- 


tion of things, than if, unknown to his 


majeſty, he had drawn thoſe ſums from 


the ſeveral treaſuries of Saxony, and 
Loaded the ſubjects with new-invented 
taxes, for making up the deficiencies 


occaſioned by his ſurreptitious embezzle- 
ments. 


It is the end of civil government, con- 
ſequently the duty of every ruler, to 


promote the welfare of his ſubjects by all 
poſſible means; and every miniſter ie, 


by the moſt ſacred obligations, alſo 


bound - 
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| bound to this duty ; taking an oath to ty 
j give the ſovereign true and faithful ad- wi 
N vice, and ſupport and aflift him in the 55 
| _ diſcharge of that duty. Now if he en- — * 
g tices the ſovereign to donations mani- tu 
| feſtly coma to the welfare of his ſub- Pr 
| | jects, what becomes of his own duty, to 

1 ö and the character of honeſty ? But is it 

| ; reconcileable with that character, by _ 

Hi immenſe diſlipations, and cqual accu— be 
i mulations, to abſorb the ſubſtance of the mM 
lf ſubjects, and this at a time when the W. 
1 public credit was ruined, great numbers g 
ii of perſons reduced to poverty, the al 
4 0 ſtarving ſubjects groaning under the Ve 
1 load of taxes, and large territories mort- af 

i Jgqaged to foreign States? May I never H 

0 { live to ſee ſuch enormitics accounted | , 20 
| | _ conſiſtent with the character of an honeſt 

i man, and the duty of a miniſter. 

[| Were all the ſubjects of Saxony in the Þ fo 


moſt happy condition, were the taxes 
very eaſy, yet would not the tenth part 
of ſuch donations comport with the du- 


y 


r 
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ty either of ſovereign or miniſter; for, 
with ſo many millions, what great things 
might have been perſormed for the ad- 
vancement of commerce and manufac- 
tures, the increaſe of the people the im- 
provement of the land, and c.pecially, 
for the ſtrength and defence of the ftate! 


You may, poſſibly no longer remem- 
ber the words of one of the beſt of Ro- 
mans in Plutarch's life of Sylla. It is 
well known by what oppreſſive and ſan- 
guinary ways he had enriched himſelf, 
and was then at the head of the State ; 
yet was not that magnanimous patriot 
afraid to ſay to him, Thou an honeſt man |! 

How can that be, when thy father left thee 
nothing, and thou art ſa rich? 


So much for your very grave firſt 
objection, and I believe you have enough 
for this time. Adieu. 


"The E N D. 
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